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José Carlos Quaresma* & Rui Morais**

EASTERN LATE ROMAN FINE WARE IMPORTS IN BRACARA AUGUSTA
(BRAGA, PORTUGAL)

1. Introduction

The excavations carried out in the past 30 years under Pro-
jecto de Salvamento de Bracara Augusta (Project for the
Rescue of Bracara Augusta) have enabled us to determine
the importations and the economy trends of this Roman city
situated in the western periphery of the empire. If studies of
Early Empire imports have been privileged', little is known
about the Late period when the city was the capital of all
Gallaecia. The only articles about late imported goods were
published in LRCW 1, where a brief analysis of the fine
ware production was presented in the context of the African
and Late Eastern amphorae?, and in the course of a former
RCREF congress exclusively dedicated to Late Hispanic terra
sigillata®.

In this study about the productions of fine Eastern ware,
we put forward an interpretation of the available data, espe-
cially in relation to the trade of the African ware which, along
with the Late Hispanic sigillata, were the major imports in
the city in the Late Roman era and in the Suevic-visigothic
domain period.

To carry out the issue we are dealing with, we counted on
a pioneering study by M. Delgado* about the late ware from
the Middle East found in Portugal, where the Phocaean and
Cypriot productions so far found in Braga are referred to.

2. The Eastern productions in Bracara Augusta

As we can see in fig. 4, except for two Cypriots fragments
Hayes forms 1/2, the eastern productions are represented
by ceramics from the Phocaean region, especially by Hayes
form 3, with its distinctive variants.

Post-doctoral grant (Fundac@o para a Ciéncia e a Tecnologia). Resear-
cher (CIDEHUS-Un.Evora/UNIARQ-Un.Lisboa).
Professor at the University of Minho
' Morais 2005a.
2 Ip. 2005b, 55-67.
R. Morars, Estudio preliminar de la terra sigillata hispanica tardia de
Bracara Augusta. Acta RCRF 41, 2010, 437-461. See also MARTINS/
DELGapo 1989-90, 11-38.
4 DELGADO 1988, 35-49.

2.1. Fabrics

In the Phocaean production collected in Braga we diagnosed
two major fabrics (fig. 1). The first one is subdivided in fabric
la and 1b and is related to the Candarli ware, as the sample
no. 54 (fig. 7,54) from that typology seems to confirm. It
is a fabric of better quality although subgroup 1b has a bit
more soft fabric. Fabric 2 has got a large set of pieces in
subgroup 2a of orange shades. Hayes’ refers to the following
specimens with a relatable fabric to the ones from Bracara
Augusta: Hayes form 2A,2 (“orange ware and slip”), Hayes
form 3C,10 (“orange clay and slip”) and Hayes form 5B
(“orange clay, rather soft with orange-red slip”). Regarding
the fabric 2b from Bracara Augusta, only three fragments
were diagnosed belonging to Hayes form 3C,16, and Hayes
3H,37, similar to a Hayes form 3H specimen found at Chaos
Salgados (Mirobriga?) in Lusitania®.

Below we present a brief description of these fabrics,
making reference to the names and colour codes according
to A. Cailleux’s table’:

Fabric la

Hard, thick fabric of linear fracture; colour N25/P25 (faint
red). Well preserved glossy slip, with fine grooves and
slightly porous; R19/R20 colour (red).

Fabric 1b

Hard, thick fabric, of a less linear fracture; colour N25/N27
(faint red/light red-brown). Well preserved glossy slip of P13/
P25 colour (faint red), sometimes slightly porous.

Fabric 2a

Less hard fabric than that of fabric 1, but nonetheless thick,
of conchoidal fracture; orange colour, N35/N45 (light red-
brown). Fine slip, generally badly preserved in all forms,
except for the Hayes Form 3C, where its degree of preserva-
tion is relatively good; R20 colour (red)

Fabric 2b

Less hard fabric than that of fabric 1, but nonetheless thick,
of conchoidal fracture; cream colour, N25 (faint red). Fine
slip of P15/P25 colour (faint red)

> Haves 1972, 327, 333; 339.
6 Inthis last site (QuarEsMA 2009), the small number of late Phocaean terra
sigillata comprises fabrics 1a (Hayes 3C and 3E) and 2b (Hayes 3H).

7 A. CaLLEUX, Notice sur le Code des Couleurs des Sols (s.L. s.d.).
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Jost CARLOS QUARESMA & Rul MoRrais

Fabric | Type |Specimens| Fabric | Type |Specimens

H3'35' - 3 H3 2

H3B/E 1 H3B 1

H3C 8 Ho8, nr. 4

] H3D 3 H3C 8
H3E 2 H3E 7

H3F 5 ) H3F 5

H3H 2 H3H 2

H3, var. ? 1 H5A 1

Style Il 3 H5B 1

Unc. 6 H3, var. ? 1

Total 34 Style Il 7

Unc. 5
Total 44

Fig. 1. Bracara Augusta. Types of Late Phocaean terra sigillata (by fabric).

Type Specimens
H3 2
H3, var. ? 2
H3B 1
H3B, nr. 5 8
H3B/E 1
H3C 16
H3D 3
H3E 10
H3F 11
H3H 4
H5A 1
H5B 1
Unc. 11
Style Il 10
Style Ill 4
Total 85

Fig. 2. Bracara Augusta. Types of Late Phocaean terra
sigillata (total amount of classifiable vessels).

As we will see, at a typological level these two fabrics do
not have different importation timelines. In this respect, only
group 2, with its Hayes Types 5A and B, is highlighted here.
However, these types present a timeline that is still consistent
with the one from Hayes 3 variants. It is at the level of the
decorative groups that we find some differences although the
relative smallness of the collection does not allow us to draw
firm conclusions: all the specimens from Hayes style I belong
to fabric 2 (namely to 2a, of orange shade) while style III is
in fabric 1, which is correlated to the Candarli Ware fabric.

The Cypriot specimens have a fine and orange fabric. The
slip that covers both faces is matte, but coarse. It is a later
fabric in this type of forms, dated from the mid 6™ century?®.

8 DEeLGADO 1988, 42-43.

374

2.2. Types, decorative styles and stratigraphy (fig. 2)

The only fragment of Candarli ware belongs to Hayes Type
4, which usually presents a slight groove on the outside,
between the wall and the bottom. According to Hayes’, there
is a typological relation between this Candarly ware form,
from the 3™ century, and the Hayes 1A of Late Phocaean terra
sigillata, dated from the late 4™ to the early 5" century, which
he considers to be the direct successor of the Candarli ware.
He even states that some specimens exhibit an intermediate
fabric, with a thick slip on the inside and discoloration of the
exterior of the rim, as is the case of no. 3 of the Late Roman
pottery (Hayes 1B)!°, which comes from a group of the end
of the 4™ century from the agora in Athens. No. 54 (fig. 7,54)
from Bracara Augusta exhibits a rather small diameter, which
makes it similar to Hayes type 1A,1 of Phocaean sigillata
and comes from a not very reliable layer that corresponds to
the fill over the theatre basilica to level it (U.S. 1606), very
likely dated from the second half of the 4™ century.

The Candarli Ware trade is quite rare in the Western
Mediterranean. Still in the eastern part of this sea, Benghazi
has a good collection of these imports, with a much wider
number of types represented there. The type Hayes 4 at
Benghazi is quite similar to the sherd from Bracara and its
two specimens come from deposits nos. 73 and 108, dated
to second and middle 3" century''.

In Bracara Augusta the amount of Late Phocaean terra
sigillata mostly comprises several Hayes type 3 variants, of
which we highlight Hayes types 3B,5 (460-475 AD), 3C
(460-475 AD), 3E (end of the century) and 3F (6™ century)
although the forms 3B (460-475 AD), 3D (end of the 5"
century), 3H (6™ century) and Hayes 5A (500-550 AD) and
5B (500-550 AD'?) are also present.

9 Haves 1972, 321-322; 325-326.

10 Ibid. 326.

1" Pu. M. Kenrick, Excavations at Sidi Khrebish Benghazi (Berenice) 3,1.
The fine pottery (Tripoli 1985) 265; 450; 466.

2 Atlante I, 232.



EASTERN LATE ROMAN FINE WARE IMPORTS IN BRACARA AUGUSTA (BRAGA, PORTUGAL)

120

100

80

60

Vessels

40

)

1

1

1

1

1

2
220-230
240-250
300-310
320-330
340-350

o g
2 8
(r
S &
2 2
8 8

400-410
420-430
440-450
460-470
480-490
500-510
520-530
540-550
560-570
580-590
600-610
620-630
640-650

Decades

| ——GandariWare ===~ Late Cypriot Terra Sigilta

Late Phocaean Terra Sigillata

African Terra Sigillata

Fig. 3. Bracara Augusta. Evolution of the late roman terra sigillata and Candarli Ware.

Hayes type 3B, which lip exhibits its highest point on
the inside, is only represented by one specimen. Most of the
specimens are close to Hayes type 3B,5, whose rim, in the
words of Hayes'?, is very similar to that of Hayes type 3C.
The profile of the rims found in Braga is variable, but they
are always high and thick on the outside. They always present
a roulette decoration, with a simple band (figs. 7,5.8.10), a
double band (figs. 7,6.7) or a more elaborated one (figs. 7,4.9).

The profiles are more variable in Hayes type 3C, with rims
of different thickness and a simple or double roulette (figs.
7,12-18). The Hayes type 3E rims are also variable and are
less likely to present a roulette decoration (figs. 7,21-27).
This reduced trend towards the roulette becomes evident in
the sixth century with the smaller forms, Hayes types 3F and
H, whose rims, especially in the latter type, exhibit a great
variability (figs. 7,28-37).

As far as the typological distribution of the patinas over
the rim is concerned, no difference is to be seen: the light
patina occurs in Hayes types 3B,5 (2 specimens), 3D (1 speci-
men) 3E (1 specimen) and 3F (3 specimens); the grey patina
occurs in Hayes types 3 var.? (1 specimen), 3B (1 specimen),
3B,5 (2 specimens), 3C (6 specimens), 3D (1 specimen), 3E
(2 specimens), 3F (4 specimens) and 3H (1 specimen).

Figs. 7,1-3 are particular cases related to Hayes type
3, but whose characteristics do not allow us to classify
them with certainty; as a consequence they can be called as
unclassifiable™. Figs. 7,2—3 can not be related to the small
varieties, but the most striking case is fig. 7,1, with roulette
on the outside wall by the bottom and to which no parallels
were to be found".

3 Haves 1972, 331.

J. W. Haves, Late Hellenistic and Roman pottery in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean — an overview of recent developments. In: M. B. Briese/L. E.
Vaag, Trade relations in the Eastern Mediterranean from the Late Hel-
lenistic Period to Late Antiquity: the ceramic evidence. Halicarnasian
Studies 3 (Odense 2005) 11-26; FERNANDEZ FERNANDEZ 2010, 380. Even
at the agora of Athens one doesn’t find any parallels: J. W. HayEes, The
Athenian Agora. Results of excavations conducted by the American
School of Classical Studies at Athens 32. Roman pottery. Fine-ware
imports (Princeton 2008) figs. 38—41.

The single parallel is the Hayes type 84 in African terra sigillata CS,
dated to ¢.420-460 AD (Haves 1972, 131), which as roulleted wall,
decoration that doesn’t occur on our fig. 7,1.

Production Specimens %

Late Phocaean terra sigillata 86 3,86
Late Cypriot terra sigillata 2 0,08
Candarli Ware 1 0,04
African terra sigillata (except A and A/D) 1205 54,10
African common ware 1 0,04
African oil-lamps 5 0,22
Late Hispanic terra sigillata 888 39,87
DSP 5 0,22

African Amphorae 6 0,26
Eastern Amphorae 28 1,25
Total 2227 100

Fig. 4. Bracara Augusta. Late roman imports
(total amount of sherds).

The second Hayes'® decorative group dates from 440 to
490 AD and is prevalent in Bracara Augusta. A number of
motifs occur: the 16 (diamond with volutes), 19 (s-scroll),
59 (canthari), 35 (small animal: hare), 36 (lion), 46 (stylized
gallinaceous), 69 and 70 (Greek cross) motifs. The crosses
also occur in group 3, just like the hare. This less frequent
style dates from 470 to 580 AD"".

As we have already said, the Late Cypriot terra sigillata
is represented by only two specimens, figs. 7,55-56, Hayes
type 1/2 dated from the first half of the 6 century. Hayes form
2,14 is very close to the specimen from Bracara Augusta,
especially to fig. 7,55, which exhibits the same rouletted
decoration on the outside, slightly above the bottom.

Except for the fragments collected in the archaeological
intervention of Rua Gualdim Pais, inside a block situated in
the historical centre of the present day city, the eastern pro-
ductions so far documented in Bracara Augusta come from
disturbed layers of modern or contemporary age.

The fragments collected in Gualdim Pais are, as we have
previously mentioned, an exception. They were found in a
level (G2, layer 5) dated from the 6™ century, over a layer
of destruction of a hypocaust, probably built during the 4"
century'®. The Cypriots rim fragments Hayes form 1/2, figs.

6 Haves 1972, 349.
7 Ibid..
¥ DEeLGADO 1988, 35-49.
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Sites Frags. Specimens Hag es Ha:);/es Hages Hag es
Conimbriga 95 50 40 (Hg "
Scallabis (Santarém) 8 (MNV) 7 1
Olisipo (Lisboa): teatro romano / 5 2 1 1
campanhas de 1966-67
Tréia 20 12 12
Monte da Cegonha 10 6 1 5
Myrtilis (Mértola) 25 16 15 1
Cerro da Vila 65 39 29 1

Fig. 5. Sites in the Portuguese territory with the main amount and/or wider formal range of Late Phocaean terra sigillata
excluding Bracara Augusta (DELGADO 1988; A. M. D. DioGo/L. TRINDADE, Anforas e sigillatas tardias (claras, foceenses e

cipriotas) provenientes das escavacdes de 1966/67 do teatro

tomano de Lisboa. Rev. Portuguesa Arqu. 2/2, 1999, 83-96; C.

ViEGAS, Ceramica, economia e comércio: a ferra sigillata da alcacova de Santarém. Trab. Arqu. 26 (Lisboa 2003); QUARESMA

2009 anexo 2).
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Fig. 6. Location of the sites mentioned in the text.

7,55-56, and two Phocaean fragments, the rim of Hayes
form 3F, fig. 7,32, and an undetermined bottom come from
the above mentioned level. Together with these fragments,
several late glass bowls and late grey pottery vessels of lo-
cal fabric, some of which imitate Late Gaulish terra sigillata
forms (DSP), namely Rigoir 6b, 22 and 29, were collected.

3. The trade of the Eastern ware in Bracara Augusta

As we can see in fig. 3, in a general quantitative analysis of
the late productions, in Bracara Augusta there is a higher
percentage of African sigillata (1025 specimens, to which
27 of African A and 1 of African A/D ones are added) com-
pared with the sigillata of Phocaean and Cypriot origin (88

376

specimens). However, if we take the period of highest con-
centration of Phocaean ware in the city under consideration,
particularly from the third quarter of the 5 century onwards,
and compare that percentage with the imported African
ware in the same period, we realize that there is a balance
between both productions, especially due to the sharp fall of
the African trade. As we have already mentioned, the eastern
trade might have started in the third quarter of the 5* century,
with particular emphasis both on Hayes type 3C and Hayes
type 3B,5, followed by Hayes SA, reinforced by Hayes form
3E at the end of the century, when the Phocaean sigillata
seems to match the African one for a few years. According
to Hayes'?, the types 3F and G replace type 3E in the second

19

Haves 1972, 338.
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quarter of the 6™ century in the agora of Athens. According
to A. Ferndndez Ferndandez?, the Phocaean sigillata replaces
the African in Vigo in the 6™ century while the 5" century is
still dominated by African sigillata (Marqués de Valledares
sector: Phocaean sigillata 36,6% — African sigillata 56,7%;
Hospital sector no. 5: Phocaean sigillata 33% — African sigil-
lata 53,4%). The large formal variety of the imports of this city
allows us to draw other conclusions that are stratigraphically
documented: from the second half of the 6™ century onwards,
there is a decrease in Hayes 3 and an increase in Hayes 10
which is not even present in Bracara Augusta. This indicates,
just like fig. 3 clarifies, a sharp decrease of the eastern imports
of this city in the mid 6" century even though such a situation
was already visible since the early 6™ century, unlike Vigo.

As we have already mentioned, the typological range
of Bracara Augusta is also much narrower than the one of
Vigo, where Hayes types 1, 2,4, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 show up,
with a clear predominance of Hayes type 3 with 86%. The
types 1, 5, 6 and 8 focus their stratigraphic timeline in the
late 5™ century to the early decades of the 6™ century whose
contexts are dominated by the small variants of Hayes 3, in
particular of Hayes 3F, just like in Braga.

Hayes type 3 dominates throughout the Atlantic facade
where the above mentioned case of Vigo, as well as that of
Conimbriga, is very clear. The formal range can be very well
differentiated from that of Vigo by the large concentration of
Hayes type 3, the rare occurrence of types 2, 5, and 8, and the
absence of Hayes 9 and 10, which seems to indicate a major
interruption of this trade in the mid 6" century.

Bracara Augusta seems to have an intermediate situa-
tion if we compare the Peninsular panorama and Vigo (one
should add the data from Baelo, Lucentum, etc, where the
Phocaean sigillata is always a minority'). The importance of
the eastern trade in the capital of Gallaecia is quite clear in the
supremacy of the wine amphorae from Antiochia (11 x LRA
1), Asia Minor (13 XLLRA 3 and Palestine (4 x LRA 4), in a
total of 25 eastern specimens against the 6 Tunisian ones>.

The situation documented in Vigo, where the high general
amount both of sigillata and amphorae from the East overlaps
the African® one, is interpreted by A. Ferndndez Ferndndez.
According to this author?, this predominance is due to the
arrival of large amounts of eastern productions to the port
enclave of Vigo to be afterwards redistributed throughout the
region up to the consumption centres, as Bracara Augusta and
Lucus. He is also of the opinion that the highlighted presence
of these products in Vigo can be elucidated by the fact that
there is a direct relation between this port and the coasts of
Asia Minor in the Late Roman period, which explains beyond
doubt the presence of those productions in the British Isles.
The privileged location of this port led to the maintenance
of importations of African and Eastern ware in the first half
of the 7% century, a period when they are no longer present

20 FerNANDEZ FERNANDEZ 2010, 376; 380.

21 A. BourGeois/E. Maver, Fouilles de Baelo 6. Les sigillées. Collect. Casa
de Velasquez 34 (Paris 1991); P. REynoLps, El yacimiento tardorromano
de Lucentum (Benallua-Alicante): las ceramicas finas (Alicante 1987);
Quaresma 2009, 476.

22 Morais 2005b.

23 FErRNANDEZ FERNANDEZ 2010, 375-384.

2 Ibid.
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in the conventual capitals of the Northwest (such an absence
is certain, at least in relation to the Late Phocaean terra sigil-
lata). This situation seems to suggest that the trade system in
the Mediterranean did not vanish immediately.

The eastern ware so far collected in Bracara Augusta
must be understood in the context of the presence of traders
from these regions, well documented in the written sources
regarding Hispania®, and sometimes responsible for the trade
of African products.

This situation could well explain the presence of Late
Roman C ware, in particular of Hayes form 3, which would
have arrived in Braga as a subsidiary product, as a comple-
mentary cargo to eastern amphorae; their number is five times
that of the African ones. However, what this presence seems
to reveal is that Bracara Augusta, just like other Peninsular
cities which benefitted from long distance trade of Fretum
Gaditanum, enjoyed an active commercial role in a time its
economy was believed to be in major retraction. The role
of the Peninsula in this eastern Late Antique trade must be,
nonetheless, problematised taking into account the recent
data from Hispalis, whose wine trade dated between AD 475
and 550 comprises an amphorae sample dominated by the
East (36,12%), followed by Africa with 34,78%, having Italy
once more a relevant role in this consumption centre with
28,9%%. As we see it, the role of the Peninsula and of the
Atlantic facade needs the publishing of other major Atlantic
sites, such as Myrtilis/Mértola, in the South of the Portuguese
territory, but also of Olisipo/Lisbon, in the western fagade,
whose trade in this period is still essentially unpublished.

In fact, in the contexts of the Sommer sector of this city,
dated from the final of the 5"/first half of the 6™ century, the
eastern amphorae, in a sample of 198 specimens, represent
25% of the importations, twice as much as that of the Africans
with 12%?. It is important to know which is the typological
range of the eastern sigilatta in Olisipo and what is the final
chronology of those fine ware and amphorae, to confirm or
rule out an apparently earlier ferminus than that of Vigo (in
Conimbriga, 50% of the Phocaean sigillata belongs to Hayes
types 3B and C and 30% to Hayes type 3E%).

4. The trade with African ware in Bracara Augusta

A first glimpse at the African trade in Bracara Augusta®
is extremely important to understand the dynamics of the
long distance trade of its fine table ware and the complex

F. AMORES CARREDANO/E. GARCIiA VARGAS./D. GONZALEZ ACUNA, Anforas
tardoantiguas en Hispalis (Sevilla, Espaiia) y el comercio mediterraneo.
In: M. Bonifay/J.-Chr. Tréglia (eds.), LRCW 2. Late Roman Coarse
Wares, Cooking Wares and Amphorae in the Mediterranean: Archaeology
and Archaeometry 2. BAR Internat. Ser. 1662 (Oxford 2007) 133-146.
E. Garcia VarGas, Hispalis como centro de consumo desde época
tardorrepublicana a la Antigiiedad Tard{a. El testimonio de las dnforas.
An. Arqu. Cordobesa 18, 2007, 317-360; Quaresma 2009 anexo 2.

J. PiveNTA/C. FaBiio, Anforas orientais em Olysipona (Lisboa): a vita-
lidade da rota atlantica em época pés-romana (in printing); QUARESMA
2009 anexo 2.

M. DELGADO/F. MAYET/A. M. ALARCAO, Fouilles de Conimbriga 4. Les
sigillées (Paris 1975) 285.

The amount of African terra sigillata presented in this article is a first
version, which is nonetheless very close to the final count to be published
in the near future.
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chronology of the process in contrast to the Eastern (Late
Phocaean and Cypriot), the Peninsular (Late Hispanic) and
the Late Gaulish trade (DSP). These last productions are only
represented in the city with five fragments from the Provence
region Rigoir Type 1, 3b, 6¢, 15 and 34.

The trade with African ware (including 11 fragments of
African cooking ware dated from the 2" to the 4" century AD),
is weak in the Early and Mid Empire period, reaching its peak
with the D production from the 5" century onwards. In this
stage Hayes forms 58 and 59, dated from the second half of the
4" to the early 5% century, are common and Hayes forms 61,
67 and 73 go up to the mid/third quarter of the 5" century. At
the end of this century, the numer of Hayes forms 91 A and B
and 80/81 is still significant. The numer of types dated to the
late 5" century, such as Hayes 99, 97 and 103, is significantly
lower and the decrease is still more pronounced from the mid
6™ century onwards, after a stability of 50 years since about AD
500. Hayes type 106 marks the end of this trade, already scarce
in the second half of the 6™ century. Throughout this century
there is a certain variety of production centres of Hayes form
104, mostly produced in the centres of Mejerda Valley (D1) and
Atelier X (as is the case of the C/D production and especially
the D2)*. These African importations are accompanied in Bra-
cara Augusta by one specimen of African common ware (jug
type 6, 5™ century or first half of the 6™ century), five Tunisian
oil-lamps (Barbera series 5 and collateral Barbera ARS) and
six amphorae (Keay 35A, 36B and 62°").

5. Final remarks

The context of the importations documented in Bracara
let us assume that the city wast only a redistribution centre
for imported goods but also as a supply centre for its terri-
tory, taking into account its pottery tradition since the Early
Empire period®. Since its early days, the city emerges as a
dynamic centre in constant growth, a condition that it will
keep up to the end of the empire, under a climate of political,
economical and social changes.

Although the sources and the archaeological data on the
Suevic-visigothic occupation are still scarce, we can say that
this occupation did not determine the immediate decline of

See HavEs 1972; Atlante I; M. BoNIFAY, Etudes sur la céramique romaine
tardive d’ Afrique. BAR Internat. Ser. 1301 (Oxford 2004).

31 Morais 2005b.

32 Ip. 2005a.
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the city. In spite of the abandonment of some constructions,
many others were restored as the occupation levels of these
periods demonstrate®*. A further proof of that are the impor-
tations and the persistence of the workshops of local pro-
duction, documented in the archaeological registers, which
reveal that the city resisted to the upheavals resulting from
Theodoric’s plunder in AD 455, referred to by Hydatius*.
The same can be said about the moment when the Visigoths
finally occupy the city and its territory in AD 585%. Although
it is difficult to isolate the materials from that period from
those from the Suevi dominion, the archaeological register
keeps records of the urban reconstruction despite the bad
quality of the constructions and restorations.

Nevertheless, if we analyse the set of materials in terms of
economic and cultural meaning we realize that they present
significant differences concerning the evolution of the trade
in Bracara:

A. the situation in the 5" century (or even in the late 5%/early
6" century) is characterised by the binding to the regular
Mediterranean circuits, as the arrival of all type of food
(especially through the amphorae) and of the Eastern and
the African fine ware demonstrate;

B. the situation in the 6™ and 7" centuries is defined by a gen-
eral reduction of the repertoires. After c. 550 AD the fine
ware imports, much more narrowed, are always African®®.
Up to a point, we can talk about a reduction of the expec-

tations related to the supply of the community. This situation

can be connected to a more modest way of life and to a pro-
gressive trend of the local community to self-sufficiency. In
this scenario, the social and economic exchanges seem less
regular and take place in the periphery of the community life.

As the data collected in Vigo demonstrate, during the 6™
century (specially the second half) many peninsular cities
closed themselves although the atlantic routes related to
british navigation still went on*’.

Jjosecarlosquaresma @ gmail.com
rmorais @uaum.uminho.pt

A. Gaspar, Ceramicas tardias da Antiguidade Tardia e Alto-Medievais
de Braga e Dume. Anejos Archico Espafiol Arch. 28, 2003, 455.

3 A. Tranoy, Hydace. Chronique (Paris 1974) 74; 174; 179; 214.

35 MaRTINS/DELGADO 1989-90, 31-38.

% See fig. 3.

37 FerNANDEZ FERNANDEZ 2010; see also P. REyNoLDs, Hispania and the
Roman Mediterranean. AD 100-700. Ceramics and trade (London 2010).
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