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The rise of political liberalism in Spain and Portugal sparked a social movement that saw the
establishment of hundreds of clubs and associations starting in 1835. The names of these
organizsations often reflected their region of origin, indicating the phenomenon of migration. In
the colonies, a new migration trend emerged in the 1870s, and associations were founded outside
their region or country of origin. These associations paid tribute to their homeland through their
name, thus reinforcing a clear sense of belonging. They commemorated traditions through various
cultural and musical events; in general, they recreated the gastronomy of the country of origin. In
short, they cultivated a collective nostalgia for the land of birth. Numerous associations, from the
Iberian Peninsula to South America, dedicated themselves to reviving the homeland’s most
critical elements, cultivating a love for the lost place, and promoting their land of origin in other
areas: from the Galician Circle in Argentina to the Casa de Asturias in Madrid or the Grémio
Alentejano in Lisbon. These associations also initiated a dialogue of resignification with the land
itself and with the roots of a specific past with which they wished to be identified, especially in the
old colonies.


