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IAMÊCouncilÊandÊBoardÊofÊCorrespondents 

OverÊtheÊlastÊfewÊweeksÊIÊhadÊtheÊpleasureÊofÊediƟngÊ
aÊsubstanƟalÊpieceÊbyÊOlavÊGiere,ÊwhoÊlooksÊbackÊatÊ
theÊoriginsÊofÊIAMÊandÊtheÊfirstÊInternaƟonalÊ
MeiofaunaÊConferenceÊinÊ1969ÊinÊTunis.ÊOlavÊbringsÊ
toÊlifeÊtheÊfoundingÊmembersÊofÊmeiobenthologyÊ
withÊaÊrichÊdescripƟonÊofÊtheirÊresearchÊandÊ
accomplishmentsÊasÊwellÊasÊpersonnalÊanectdotesÊ
andÊobservaƟons.ÊMyÊoverallÊimpressionÊfromÊthisÊ
retrospecƟveÊlookÊintoÊtheÊoriginsÊofÊourÊdisciplineÊisÊ
thatÊscienƟficÊcareersÊtakeÊaÊmyriadÊdifferentÊ
direcƟonsÊreflecƟngÊtheÊmanyÊidiosyncrasies,Ê
circumstancesÊandÊpersonaliƟesÊofÊtheÊpeopleÊ
undertakingÊmeiofaunalÊresearch.ÊInÊotherÊwords,Ê
theÊlivesÊofÊmeiobenthologistsÊareÊasÊdiverseÊasÊtheÊ
animalsÊtheyÊstudy. 

ThisÊissueÊalsoÊincludesÊaÊreviewÊbyÊHelenaÊAdầoÊofÊ
theÊrecentlyÊpublishedÊbookÊ‘NewÊHorizonsÊinÊ
MeiobenthosÊResearch’ÊeditedÊbyÊOlavÊGiereÊandÊ
MichaelaÊSchratzberger.ÊThisÊbook,ÊwhichÊoriginatedÊ
fromÊdiscussionsÊatÊSeventIMCOÊinÊPortugalÊinÊ2019,Ê
inspiredÊJeroenÊIngelsÊtoÊwriteÊtheÊfollowingÊlimerick,Ê
dedicatedÊtoÊOlavÊandÊMichaela: 

 

At the lunch table in Evora it was just a thought 

Discussed briefly, enthusiasm had us caught 

Then four years of draŌs and graŌ 

Word smithing executed as craŌ 

And what a giŌ to meiobenthologists it’s brought 

 

Finally,ÊI’dÊjustÊlikeÊtoÊmenƟonÊthatÊsomeÊdiscussionsÊ
areÊhappeningÊwithinÊtheÊIAMÊcouncilÊaboutÊIAMÊ
becomingÊaÊnot-for-profitÊorganisaƟon.ÊThisÊchangeÊ
wouldÊforÊexampleÊallowÊIAMÊtoÊreceiveÊandÊmanageÊ
endowments,ÊbutÊwouldÊcomeÊwithÊatÊaÊcostÊofÊ
addiƟonalÊadministraƟveÊandÊfinancialÊburden.ÊIfÊanyÊ
ofÊyouÊhaveÊtheÊknowledgeÊtoÊweighÊtheÊprosÊandÊ
consÊofÊsuchÊaÊtransiƟonÊwe’dÊloveÊtoÊhearÊfromÊyou! 

IÊhopeÊyouÊenjoyÊthisÊissueÊofÊPsammonaliaÊandÊasÊ
alwaysÊweÊwelcomeÊyourÊthoughts,ÊfeedbackÊandÊ
contribuƟons.Ê 

Daniel Leduc 

EDITORIAL 

KiaÊoraÊdearÊcolleagues! 

IÊhopeÊyouÊhaveÊallÊhadÊaÊgoodÊnorthernÊhemisphereÊ
summerÊandÊdidÊnotÊsufferÊtooÊmuchÊfromÊtheÊ
heatwavesÊ(terrestrialÊorÊmarine).ÊForÊthoseÊofÊusÊinÊ
theÊsouthernÊhemisphere,ÊweÊlookÊforwardÊtoÊwarmerÊ
daysÊandÊaÊreturnÊtoÊtheÊfield. 

SadlyÊinÊthisÊissueÊofÊPsammonaliaÊweÊareÊonceÊagainÊ
includingÊanÊobituaryÊtoÊoneÊofÊtheÊmeiofaunaÊgreatsÊ
—ÊourÊesteemedÊcolleagueÊandÊfriendÊPaulÊSomerfieldÊ
whoÊleŌÊusÊrecently.ÊIÊamÊveryÊgratefulÊtoÊMichaelaÊ
SchratzbergerÊforÊsendingÊaÊveryÊthoughfulÊpieceÊ
aboutÊPaul’sÊlife.Ê(p.Ê3) 

SinceÊtheÊlastÊediƟonÊofÊPsammonalia,ÊMaƩhewÊLeeÊ
hasÊbeenÊbusyÊseƫngÊupÊtheÊnewÊIAMÊwebsite,ÊwhichÊ
canÊsƟllÊbeÊfoundÊatÊtheÊsameÊaddress:ÊhƩps://
www.meiofauna.org.ÊToÊmakeÊthisÊaÊgreatÊandÊusefulÊ
websiteÊweÊneedÊeverybodyÊtoÊpitchÊinÊideasÊandÊ
content,ÊsoÊpleaseÊthinkÊaboutÊwhatÊyouÊmayÊbeÊableÊ
toÊcontributeÊandÊgetÊinÊtouchÊwithÊMaƩÊ(seeÊp.Ê4ÊforÊ
details). 
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ƟfyÊmulƟvariateÊstaƟsƟcsÊandÊtoÊbringÊoŌenÊcomplexÊstaƟsƟcalÊ
andÊecologicalÊconceptsÊtoÊmassesÊofÊscienƟstsÊandÊnon-
scienƟsts,ÊtherebyÊmakingÊmulƟfacetedÊenvironmentalÊinfor-
maƟonÊrobust,ÊintellectuallyÊaccessible,ÊandÊthusÊusable.Ê 
 
Paul’sÊscienƟficÊlegacyÊincludesÊtheÊauthoringÊandÊco-authoringÊ
ofÊmoreÊthanÊ150Êpeer-reviewedÊscienƟficÊarƟclesÊandÊaÊnum-
berÊofÊbooksÊandÊchapters,ÊallÊofÊwhichÊhaveÊbeenÊcitedÊinÊex-
cessÊofÊ36,000ÊƟmes.ÊPaulÊwasÊalsoÊincrediblyÊpleasedÊaboutÊ
havingÊbeenÊawardedÊanÊHonoraryÊProfessorshipÊatÊtheÊUni-
versityÊofÊPlymouthÊinÊJulyÊ2023,ÊinÊrecogniƟonÊofÊhisÊsustainedÊ
andÊinfluenƟalÊcontribuƟonÊtoÊmarineÊscience.Ê 
 
PaulÊepitomisedÊallÊtheÊcharacterÊtraitsÊscienƟstsÊacrossÊdisci-
plinesÊaspireÊto,ÊincludingÊcuriosity,Êhonesty,Êenthusiasm,Êcom-
mitmentÊandÊimaginaƟon.ÊHeÊhadÊtheÊcuriosityÊtoÊaskÊdifficultÊ
quesƟons,ÊtheÊhonestyÊsoÊthatÊheÊcouldÊadmitÊwhenÊheÊwasÊ
wrongÊaboutÊsomethingÊandÊtryÊsomethingÊelse,ÊenthusiasmÊsoÊ
thatÊheÊdidn’tÊmindÊbeingÊwrongÊandÊcouldÊcopeÊwithÊre-
peaƟngÊwork,ÊcommitmentÊtoÊcollaborateÊandÊaddressÊscien-
ƟficÊquesƟonsÊinÊallÊtheirÊcomplexityÊandÊtoÊunselfishlyÊofferÊ
supportÊtoÊothers,ÊandÊimaginaƟonÊtoÊmoveÊfromÊaÊlistÊofÊob-
servaƟonsÊandÊdataÊtoÊtrueÊunderstanding.Ê 

InÊonlineÊpostsÊpublishedÊbyÊtheÊPlymouthÊMarineÊLaboratoryÊ
(hƩps://www.pml.ac.uk/news/In-Memoriam-Professor-
Paul-Somerfield-PML-Ecologis),ÊscienƟstsÊfromÊaroundÊtheÊ
worldÊfondlyÊdescribeÊPaulÊasÊaÊpassionate,ÊknowledgeableÊandÊ
innovaƟveÊscienƟst,ÊaÊsought-aŌerÊcollaboratorÊandÊ–ÊaboveÊallÊ
–ÊaÊvaluedÊfellowÊscienƟstÊandÊfriend.ÊÊPaul’sÊgenuineÊinterestÊ
in,ÊandÊcommitmentÊto,ÊhelpingÊothersÊemergesÊasÊaÊcommonÊ
theme.ÊPaulÊwillÊbeÊrememberedÊforÊhisÊabilityÊtoÊthinkÊoutsideÊ
theÊbox,ÊforÊmakingÊtheÊimpossibleÊsurmountable,ÊforÊneverÊ
beingÊafraidÊtoÊspeakÊhisÊmind,ÊforÊtheÊcollaboraƟveÊspiritÊwithÊ
whichÊheÊapproachedÊresearch,ÊforÊneverÊtakingÊhimselfÊorÊ
anyoneÊelseÊtooÊseriously,ÊforÊhisÊhumanity,ÊhisÊsensiƟvity,ÊandÊ
hisÊabilityÊtoÊmakeÊeverybodyÊfeelÊwelcome.ÊPaulÊwasÊtheÊper-
fectÊteamÊmateÊwhoÊalwaysÊhadÊyourÊback,ÊnoÊmaƩerÊwhat. 

 
PaulÊwasÊaÊwonderfulÊfriendÊandÊanÊincrediblyÊtalentedÊandÊ
creaƟveÊscienƟst.ÊAsÊaÊfriend,ÊIÊvaluedÊhisÊhonestyÊandÊhisÊun-
condiƟonalÊsupport,ÊandÊasÊaÊcolleagueÊIÊvaluedÊhisÊinsightsÊ
andÊhisÊimpeccableÊprofessionalÊjudgement.ÊHisÊsharpÊmindÊ
spoƩedÊpoorÊscienceÊfromÊaÊlongÊwayÊoff.ÊWorkingÊwith,ÊandÊ
learningÊfrom,ÊhimÊoverÊtheÊyearsÊhasÊmassivelyÊinfluencedÊtheÊ
scienceÊIÊdoÊandÊtheÊwayÊIÊdoÊit.ÊÊTheÊ“PaulÊWay”ÊofÊdoingÊeve-
rythingÊinÊlifeÊwasÊtrulyÊunique:ÊalwaysÊthorough,ÊalwaysÊau-
thenƟcÊandÊalwaysÊfullÊofÊintegrity.ÊPaulÊhasÊgivenÊusÊsoÊmuchÊ
andÊhisÊlegacyÊwillÊliveÊonÊinÊallÊwhoÊlivedÊandÊworkedÊwithÊ
him.Ê 

PaulÊisÊsurvivedÊbyÊhisÊwifeÊTinaÊandÊhisÊdaughterÊAnnabel,ÊtoÊ
whomÊweÊextendÊourÊdeepestÊsympathies. 

 
Michaela Schratzberger 

August 2023 

Obituary — Paul Somerfield 

Professor Dr Paul Somerfield (1963-2023) 
 
ItÊisÊwithÊgreatÊsadnessÊthatÊIÊhaveÊtoÊletÊyouÊknowÊthatÊourÊ
friendÊandÊfellowÊmeiobenthologistÊProf.ÊDr.ÊPaulÊSomerfieldÊ
passedÊawayÊpeacefullyÊonÊ31ÊJulyÊ2023,ÊaŌerÊaÊshort,ÊseriousÊ
illness. 
 
Paul’sÊcareerÊinÊmeiobenthologyÊstartedÊwithÊhisÊPhDÊonÊmarineÊ
mitesÊatÊTrinityÊCollege,ÊUniversityÊofÊDublin.ÊHeÊthenÊspentÊƟmeÊ
inÊAustraliaÊandÊSouth-EastÊAsiaÊbeforeÊheÊjoinedÊtheÊPlymouthÊ
MarineÊLaboratoryÊinÊtheÊUKÊinÊ1991.ÊHere,ÊheÊexpandedÊhisÊex-
perƟseÊinÊtheÊtaxonomyÊofÊvariousÊmarineÊmeiofaunaÊphyla,ÊtoÊ
alsoÊincludeÊtheÊresponseÊofÊtheirÊspecies,ÊpopulaƟonsÊandÊcom-
muniƟesÊtoÊnaturalÊandÊman-madeÊdisturbances.ÊOverÊtheÊnextÊ
threeÊdecades,ÊPaulÊbecameÊaÊhighly-respectedÊmarineÊscienƟst,Ê
colleagueÊandÊcollaboratorÊacrossÊdisciplines,ÊorganisaƟonsÊandÊ
geographies.ÊPaulÊpioneeredÊtheÊintegraƟonÊandÊanalysisÊofÊma-
rineÊbiodiversityÊdataÊfromÊdisparateÊsourcesÊtoÊunderstandÊlarge
-scaleÊandÊlong-termÊprocesses,ÊandÊtheirÊimplicaƟonsÊforÊtheÊ
waysÊinÊwhichÊweÊpredictÊtheÊconsequencesÊofÊenvironmentalÊ
change.ÊHeÊservedÊonÊmanyÊinternaƟonalÊandÊnaƟonalÊpanels,Ê
commiƩeesÊandÊworkingÊgroups,ÊwhereÊheÊwasÊhighly-regardedÊ
forÊhisÊpassionÊforÊscience,ÊhisÊinquisiƟveÊmind,ÊhisÊencyclopedicÊ
knowledgeÊofÊtheÊocean,ÊandÊhisÊuniqueÊsenseÊofÊhumor. 
 
ForÊmanyÊyears,ÊPaulÊworkedÊalongsideÊBobÊClarkeÊandÊRichardÊ
WarwickÊonÊdevelopingÊtheÊPRIMER-eÊsoŌwareÊ(PlymouthÊRou-
ƟnesÊinÊMulƟvariateÊEcologicalÊResearch).ÊTeachingÊothersÊinÊtheÊ
useÊofÊPRIMERÊwouldÊtakeÊPaulÊaroundÊtheÊworld,ÊfromÊtheÊpolesÊ
toÊtheÊtropics.ÊCombiningÊhisÊcreaƟvityÊasÊanÊecologistÊandÊhisÊ
hands-onÊapproachÊtoÊstaƟsƟcs,ÊPaulÊworkedÊƟrelesslyÊtoÊdemys-
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 TheÊmaterialÊshouldÊbeÊavailableÊinÊaÊdiversityÊofÊ lan-
 guages,ÊnotÊjustÊEnglish. 
 
 TheÊmaterialÊshouldÊbeÊavailableÊunderÊaÊCreativeÊ
 CommonsÊLicence. 
 
 EveryoneÊcanÊhelpÊwithÊthis,ÊnotÊjustÊbyÊprovidingÊ
 finishedÊmaterials,ÊbutÊalsoÊphotos,ÊorÊhelpÊwithÊ trans-
 latingÊmaterialsÊintoÊyourÊnativeÊlanguage. 
 
4. Notice board  
 
 LookingÊforÊcollaborations? 
 
 NeedÊspecimensÊfromÊparticularÊhabitatsÊorÊpartsÊofÊ
 theÊworld. 
 
 LookingÊforÊthatÊoldÊpaperÊthat’sÊnotÊavailableÊonline. 
 
 DoÊyouÊhaveÊopportunitiesÊforÊstudentsÊinÊyourÊlab? 
 
 IntroducingÊnewÊstudents. 
 
5. Species of the Month  
 
 ShowcaseÊtoÊtheÊworldÊthatÊfascinatingÊspeciesÊthatÊ
 youÊcanÊfindÊinÊtheÊbeachÊnextÊtoÊyourÊlab. 
 
 PromoteÊaÊspeciesÊthatÊyou’veÊjustÊdescribed. 
 
 You’veÊgotÊaÊreallyÊgoodÊphotoÊandÊyouÊjustÊwantÊtoÊ
 showÊoff..! 
 

MaƩhew R. Lee 

New IAM website update 
TheÊIAMÊwebsiteÊhasÊbeenÊmovedÊtoÊaÊnewÊserver,ÊbutÊtheÊwebÊ
addressÊremainsÊtheÊsameÊ(https://www.meiofauna.org).ÊDuringÊ
theÊcourseÊofÊtheÊyearÊweÊwillÊbeÊrefreshingÊtheÊwebsiteÊandÊadd-
ingÊmoreÊcontent.ÊSettingÊupÊtheÊframeworkÊofÊtheÊwebsiteÊisÊtheÊ
easyÊpart,ÊaddingÊcontentÊwhichÊdrivesÊvisitorsÊisÊtheÊhardÊpartÊ
(currentlyÊaveragingÊaboutÊ20ÊvisitorsÊaÊweek).ÊToÊbeÊsuccessfulÊ
thisÊrequiresÊaÊteamÊeffortÊwithÊcontributionsÊfromÊaÊdiversityÊofÊ
members.ÊCurrentlyÊtheÊsiteÊhasÊonlyÊaÊfewÊpagesÊ(HomeÊpage,Ê
Officers,ÊPsammonalia,ÊandÊConferenceÊ(inÊdevelopment)).  
 
WeÊhaveÊsomeÊsuggestionsÊforÊadditionalÊpages,Ê(below)ÊbutÊweÊ
areÊalsoÊopenÊtoÊsuggestionsÊfromÊtheÊcommunity.IfÊyouÊwouldÊ
likeÊtoÊhelp,ÊpleaseÊgetÊinÊtouchÊ(matt@matthewlee.org).ÊWeÊ
needÊphotos,Êtext,Êlinks,Êideas,ÊyouÊnameÊit!ÊTogetherÊweÊcanÊ
makeÊtheÊInternationalÊAssociationÊofÊMeiobenthologistsÊweb-
site,Êthe go-toÊsiteÊonÊtheÊwebÊforÊinformationÊonÊtheÊmeioben-
thos.ÊWhenÊweÊgoogleÊmeiobenthosÊorÊanÊassociatedÊtermÊtheÊ
IAMÊwebsiteÊshouldÊbeÊtheÊfirstÊsiteÊonÊtheÊresultsÊpage. 
 
 
1. Membership pages  
 
 ThisÊisÊinÊdevelopmentÊandÊwillÊhopefullyÊincludeÊtheÊ
 optionÊofÊpayingÊmembershipÊduesÊonlineÊusingÊyourÊ 
 debitÊorÊcreditÊcard.ÊMembershipÊdirectoryÊwithÊbasicÊ
 contactÊinformationÊandÊbios. 
 
2. Research pages  
 
 InvitedÊgeneralÊreviewsÊofÊdifferentÊresearchÊtopics,Ê
 e.g.ÊDeep-seaÊmeiobenthology,ÊLoriciferans,Ê(ideasÊ
 gratefullyÊreceived). 
 
 Methods,ÊnotÊjustÊtheÊmethodÊasÊfoundÊinÊaÊpaper,ÊbutÊ
 withÊcommentaries,ÊphotosÊandÊpracticalÊadvice. 
 
 ReportsÊfromÊresearchÊexpeditions,ÊbeenÊonÊaÊcruiseÊorÊ
 somewhereÊwellÊoffÊtheÊbeatenÊtrack,ÊtellÊusÊaboutÊit! 
 
3. Educational Resources  
 
 WeÊneedÊtoÊeducateÊtheÊcommunityÊmoreÊwidelyÊ
 aboutÊtheÊmeiobenthos,ÊtheirÊroleÊinÊtheÊecosystemsÊandÊ
 whyÊtheyÊmatter.ÊWeÊalsoÊneedÊtoÊrecruitÊ theÊnextÊgenera
 tionÊofÊmeiobenthologists. 
 
 TheÊmaterialÊshouldÊcoverÊallÊlevels:Êacademic,ÊfromÊ
 youngÊchildrenÊtoÊuniversityÊstudents,ÊbutÊalsoÊtheÊgen
 eralÊpublic. 
 
 MaterialÊcouldÊinclude:Êposters,Êpamphlets,Êfield/labÊ
 guides,ÊpresentationsÊthatÊteachersÊcanÊincludeÊinÊ
 theirÊclasses,ÊclassÊplansÊforÊpracticalÊactivities,Êwebpages. 
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Back to the roots of IAM: 

 

 

The origin of the InternaƟonal Meiofauna Conferences, the InternaƟonal Associa-
Ɵon of Meiobenthologists, and the Psammonalia newsleƩer  

Front Row (from leŌ):  IrwinÊNewell,ÊJohnÊGray,ÊRobertÊHiggins,ÊWilliamÊHummon,ÊWilfriedÊWestheide,ÊLelandÊPollock,Ê
Bengt-OweÊJansson 

Middle Row: PierreÊLasserre,ÊBerƟlÊSwedmark,ÊJeanneÊRenaud-Mornant,ÊClaudeÊJouin,ÊClausÊClausen,ÊWolframÊNoodt,Ê
ErnstÊKirsteuerÊ(partlyÊobscured),ÊMarian-TraianÊGomoiou 

Back Row (heads visible): NeilÊHulings,ÊRobertÊHessler,ÊAlasdairÊMcIntyre,ÊDuaneÊHope,ÊFranzÊRiemann,ÊJohnÊWells,ÊRob-
ertÊWilliams,ÊWolfgangÊSterrer 

By Olav Giere 
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AroundÊtheseÊpioneersÊofÊmeiobenthology,ÊschoolsÊ
ofÊstudentsÊdevelopedÊwhoÊwereÊfascinatedÊbyÊtheÊ
newÊzoologicalÊfieldÊandÊitsÊrich,ÊoŌenÊstrangeÊlook-
ingÊ‘intersƟƟalÊfauna’Ê(aÊtermÊcoinedÊinÊ1935,ÊandÊ
onlyÊfewÊofÊusÊareÊawareÊofÊthis,ÊbyÊtheÊBriƟshÊcope-
podÊspecialistÊA.G.ÊNichols).ÊTheseÊfollowersÊconƟn-
uedÊmorphologicalÊandÊtaxonomicalÊwork,ÊbutÊtheirÊ
researchÊwantedÊtoÊunderstandÊtheÊecologicalÊcondi-
ƟonsÊofÊtheÊnewÊ‘meiofauna’Ê(namedÊsoÊinÊ1942ÊbyÊ
‘Molly’ÊMareÊfromÊtheÊPlymouthÊMarineÊLaboratory). 

WhatÊisÊtheÊroleÊofÊgrainÊsizeÊandÊshape?ÊHowÊsteepÊ
areÊtheÊtemperatureÊgradientsÊinÊtheÊsediment?Ê
WhichÊsalinityÊfluctuaƟonsÊappearÊinÊƟdalÊbeaches?Ê
WhatÊisÊtheÊimpactÊofÊoxygenÊcontentÊinÊtheÊintersƟ-
ƟalÊsediments?ÊWhatÊareÊtheÊreasonsÊforÊdifferentÊ
distribuƟonÊpaƩernsÊinÊsimilarlyÊlookingÊhabitats?Ê
And,ÊalreadyÊthen,ÊoneÊofÊtheÊmostÊurgentÊtopicsÊtoÊ
study:ÊtheÊimpactÊofÊpolluƟonÊonÊmeiofauna.ÊTheseÊ
physicalÊandÊchemicalÊrecordingsÊgraduallyÊbecameÊ
supplementedÊbyÊfirstÊaƩemptsÊtoÊunderstandÊalsoÊ
theÊbioƟcÊenvironment:ÊcolonizaƟonÊpaƩerns,ÊfoodÊ
supply,ÊeffectsÊofÊpredaƟon.ÊTheseÊwereÊpredomi-
nantÊquesƟonsÊtheÊ’grandÊparents’ÊofÊmeiofaunaÊre-
searchÊwereÊdiscussing.ÊWhenÊenteringÊaÊnewÊfieldÊofÊ
benthicÊresearch,ÊalsoÊtodayÊyouÊwillÊtryÊtoÊanswerÊ
similarÊquesƟonsÊforÊunderstandingÊnewÊfaunasÊinÊ
novelÊareas.Ê 

So,ÊtheseÊwereÊalsoÊtopicsÊofÊinterestÊforÊtheÊ28Êmei-
ofaunaÊenthusiastsÊwhoÊparƟcipatedÊinÊtheÊ1stÊInter-
naƟonalÊMeiofaunaÊConferenceÊinÊTunis,Ê23ÊofÊwhomÊ
areÊdepictedÊinÊtheÊaboveÊ‘photographÊofÊtheÊfound-
ers’.ÊÊ 

ButÊwhatÊmadeÊtheÊlongÊtradiƟonÊofÊMeiofaunaÊCon-
ferencesÊtoÊstartÊinÊAfrica?ÊHere,ÊtheÊfounderÊandÊ1stÊ
chairpersonÊofÊtheÊInternaƟonalÊMeiofaunaÊAssocia-
Ɵon,ÊtheÊrecentlyÊdeceasedÊRobertÊHiggins,ÊmakesÊ
hisÊappearance.ÊStarƟngÊatÊtheÊSmithsonianÊInsƟtu-
ƟonÊinÊWoodsÊHole,ÊMass.,ÊBobÊservedÊatÊthatÊƟmeÊ
asÊ‘AƩachéÊScienƟfique’ÊatÊtheÊUSÊembassyÊinÊTunisÊ
andÊasÊdirectorÊofÊtheÊMediterraneanÊSorƟngÊCentreÊ
inÊSalammbôÊÊ(theÊancientÊCarthage),ÊTunisia.ÊThisÊ
posiƟonÊheÊtookÊoverÊfromÊNeilÊHulingsÊ(seeÊphoto)Ê
whoÊreturnedÊtoÊtheÊSmithsonianÊinÊtheÊUSÊonlyÊtoÊ
startÊhisÊnewÊmeiofaunaÊworkÊatÊMediterraneanÊ
beachesÊinÊBeirut,ÊLebanonÊandÊJordan.Ê 

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 

IntroducƟon 

AnÊold-fashionedÊblack-and-whiteÊphotographÊshow-
ingÊaÊgroupÊofÊfriendlyÊlookingÊpeopleÊinÊanÊunaƩrac-
ƟveÊ‘tomb’ÊofÊstoneÊwallsÊ–ÊwhyÊshouldÊweÊcare,ÊwhyÊ
evenÊwriteÊaboutÊit,ÊaboutÊitsÊhistoryÊandÊaboutÊtheÊ
personsÊwhoÊareÊunknownÊtoÊmostÊofÊyou?Ê 

Well,ÊtheseÊwereÊtheÊparƟcipantsÊofÊtheÊ1stÊInterna-
ƟonalÊMeiofaunaÊConference,ÊandÊamongÊthemÊtheÊ
foundersÊofÊourÊMeiofaunaÊAssociaƟon,ÊwhoÊdecidedÊ
toÊregularlyÊmeetÊandÊdiscussÊtheirÊresearchÊatÊtheirÊ
‘Conferences’.ÊSo,ÊtheyÊwereÊandÊareÊtheÊ‘scienƟficÊ
grandfathers’ÊofÊtheÊpresent-dayÊresearchers,Êdeter-
minedÊtoÊworkÊinÊthisÊnewÊandÊexpandingÊfieldÊofÊsci-
ence. 

ÊÊÊÊScienƟficallyÊtheyÊoriginatedÊfromÊaÊfewÊ
‘forefathers’ÊwhoÊfoundÊinterestÊinÊstudyingÊƟny,Ê
somewhatÊbizarreÊlookingÊanimalsÊfromÊvariousÊma-
rineÊandÊfreshwaterÊsands,ÊalsoÊfromÊsitesÊnotÊex-
pectedÊtoÊharbourÊanyÊanimals,ÊlikeÊcleanÊsandÊ
beaches,ÊmountainÊcavesÊandÊsmellyÊmudÊbeds.ÊHereÊ
theyÊquiteÊoŌenÊencounteredÊanimalsÊneverÊseenÊ
beforeÊandÊnotÊassignedÊtoÊaÊknownÊanimalÊgroup.Ê
NoÊwonderÊthatÊtheseÊearlyÊpioneersÊwereÊkeenÊinÊ
describingÊtheseÊmorphologicalÊandÊtaxonomicÊnov-
elƟesÊfromÊstrangeÊhabitatsÊgivingÊthemÊfancyÊ
names,ÊoŌenÊwithÊbeauƟfulÊ‘anƟque’ÊderivaƟonsÊ(atÊ
thatÊƟmeÊknowledgeÊofÊGreekÊandÊLaƟnÊbelongedÊtoÊ
‘higherÊeducaƟon’),ÊtoÊnameÊaÊfewÊofÊtheÊlinguisƟcÊ
classics: 

Mystacocarida,ÊtheÊ‘moustacheÊshrimps’ÊwithÊDero-
cheilocaris,ÊtheÊ‘shrimpÊwithÊaÊlargeÊupperÊ
lip’Ê(Pennak,ÊZinn)Ê 

Florarctus stellatus,ÊtheÊstaryÊflower-bear,ÊandÊMon-
obryzoon ambulansÊ,ÊtheÊloneÊanimalÊwalkingÊinÊ
moss 

Archiannelida,ÊtheÊancientÊannelidsÊlivingÊinÊthe...Ê 

Mesopsammal,ÊtheÊvoidsÊbetweenÊsandÊgrainsÊ
(Remane) 

Microcerberus inÊtheÊ‘stygobios’,ÊtheÊsmallÊmulƟ-
headedÊhoundÊguardingÊtheÊunderworldÊriverÊStyxÊ
(Delamare-DebouƩeville) 
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fromÊhisÊstudies.ÊHisÊjudgementÊwasÊrespectedÊnotÊ
onlyÊinÊscienceÊbutÊinÊpolicy-makingÊduƟesÊandÊad-
ministraƟveÊmaƩers. 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons:  

Acari,Êin:ÊFresh-WaterÊBiologyÊ(W.T.Edmonson,Êed.)Ê2ndÊed.,Ê
Wiley,Ê1959Ê 

AntarcƟcÊHalacaroidea,Êin:ÊAntarcƟcÊResearchÊSeriesÊvol.Ê40,Ê
284Êpp.ÊAmer.ÊGeophys.ÊUnion,Ê1984Ê 

ConstrucƟonÊandÊUseÊofÊTabularÊKeys.ÊPacificÊInsectsÊ12: 25-37 

 

John Gray  (1941-2007) 

InsƟtuƟons*: Univ.ÊofÊLeeds,ÊWellcomeÊMarineÊLa-
boratory,ÊRobinÊHoodsÊBay,ÊYorkshire,ÊUK;ÊAppointedÊ
professorÊatÊUniversityÊofÊOslo 

Main field of work: MarineÊsedimentÊecologyÊwithÊaÊ
focusÊonÊtheÊabioƟcÊfactors;ÊearlyÊstudiesÊonÊtheÊim-
pactÊofÊmarineÊpolluƟon;ÊoneÊofÊtheÊfirstÊmeioben-
thologistsÊtoÊunderlineÊtheÊroleÊofÊsedimentÊbacteria.Ê
HisÊparƟcularÊscienƟficÊpotenƟalÊwasÊtheÊderivaƟonÊ
ofÊ(theoreƟcal)ÊconclusionsÊfromÊhisÊdataÊandÊobser-
vaƟons.ÊEspeciallyÊinÊprojectsÊofÊhighÊenvironmentalÊ
impactÊonÊtheÊwesternÊBalƟcÊSeaÊJohnÊunderlinedÊ
theÊrelevanceÊofÊprecauƟonÊandÊenvironmentalÊcareÊ
evenÊwhenÊscienƟficÊdataÊwereÊnotÊ(yet)Êperfect.Ê 

CharacterisƟc features of work: John’sÊcontribuƟonsÊ
toÊmarineÊenvironmentalÊstudiesÊwereÊalwaysÊsolidlyÊ
basedÊonÊprofoundÊstaƟsƟcsÊ–ÊnotÊtrivialÊinÊthoseÊ
Ɵmes. 

Some personal impressions: JohnÊwasÊaÊperfectÊor-
ganizerÊandÊbrilliantÊspeaker.ÊTheÊorganizerÊofÊtheÊ
2ndÊInternaƟonalÊMeiofaunaÊConferenceÊ1973ÊinÊ
YorkÊ(England)ÊwasÊaÊcriƟcalÊandÊeloquentÊscienƟficÊ
pragmaƟst;ÊheÊkeptÊremindingÊhisÊaudienceÊtoÊal-
waysÊquesƟonÊviewsÊandÊconclusions.ÊButÊthisÊcon-
cisenessÊwasÊalwaysÊconnectedÊwithÊaÊgreat,Êsome-
ƟmesÊironic,ÊhumourÊ–ÊandÊheÊlovedÊgoodÊwine! 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons:  

Gray,ÊJ.S.:ÊEcologyÊofÊmarineÊsediments.ÊCambridgeÊUniv.ÊPr.,Ê
185Êpp,Ê1981. 

Hulings,ÊN.C.Ê&ÊGray,ÊJ.Ê(1971):ÊAÊManualÊforÊtheÊStudyÊofÊMeio-
fauna’.ÊSmiths.ÊContr.ÊZool.Ê78,Ê84Êpp.Ê 

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 

ItÊwasÊtheÊMediterraneanÊSorƟngÊCentreÊandÊtheÊTu-
nisianÊgovernmentÊwhoÊgenerouslyÊsupportedÊtheÊ
organisaƟonÊofÊtheÊ1stÊMeiofaunaÊConferenceÊatÊtheÊ
HiltonÊHotelÊinÊTunis.ÊNeil’sÊstudiesÊinÊTunisiaÊandÊ
JordanÊprobablyÊmadeÊhimÊtheÊfirstÊscienƟstÊtoÊinves-
ƟgateÊmeiofaunaÊfromÊAfricanÊbeaches.ÊNoÊwonder,Ê
thatÊtheseÊtwoÊ‘pioneers’ÊwereÊtheÊmainÊorganizersÊ
ofÊtheÊ1stÊConferenceÊpresenƟngÊtheÊresearchÊdataÊ
ofÊaÊsmallÊgroupÊofÊmostlyÊyoungÊcolleaguesÊunitedÊinÊ
theÊonlyÊthreeÊyearsÊyoungÊMeiofaunaÊAssociaƟon.Ê 

LiteratureÊcited: 

Mare,ÊM.F.Ê(1942):ÊAÊstudyÊofÊaÊmarineÊbenthicÊcommunityÊwithÊ
specialÊreferenceÊtoÊtheÊmicro-organisms.ÊJ.ÊMar.ÊBiol.ÊAss.ÊUKÊ
25:Ê517-554 

Nichols,ÊA.G.Ê(1935):ÊCopepodsÊfromÊtheÊintersƟƟalÊfaunaÊofÊaÊ
sandyÊbeach.ÊJ.ÊMar.ÊBiol.ÊAss.ÊUKÊ20:Ê379-405 

 

A subjecƟve presentaƟon and introducƟon 
to the parƟcipants of the 1st meiofauna con-
ference shown on photo 

Front row, from leŌ:  

Irwin Newell  (1916-1979) 

InsƟtuƟon*: UniversityÊofÊCalifornia,ÊEntomologyÊ
Dept.,ÊRiverside,ÊUSA 

Main field of work: SystemaƟcsÊandÊdistribuƟonÊofÊ
marineÊhalacarids,ÊalsoÊstudiesÊonÊ(tropical)ÊpestÊ
mitesÊandÊinsects. 

CharacterisƟc features of work: connecƟngÊtaxonom-
icÊandÊzoogeographicalÊstudiesÊonÊhalacaridsÊwithÊ
comprehensiveÊandÊqualifiedÊentomologicalÊscienc-
es.ÊNewellÊhadÊanÊanƟpathyÊagainstÊdichotomousÊ
idenƟficaƟonÊkeysÊandÊconstructedÊinteresƟngÊ
‘tabularÊkeys’ÊforÊhisÊmites. 

Some personal impressions: OneÊofÊtheÊfewÊscienƟstsÊ
whoÊworkedÊandÊpublishedÊinÊnumerousÊstudiesÊonÊ
bothÊmarineÊmeiofaunaÊasÊwellÊasÊonÊ(tropical)ÊpestÊ
insectsÊandÊmites.ÊBasedÊonÊhisÊprofoundÊzoogeo-
graphicalÊknowledge,ÊIrwinÊearlyÊonÊpropagatedÊtheÊ
conƟnentalÊdriŌÊtheoryÊbyÊAlfredÊWegener.ÊHisÊpu-
pilsÊsaid:ÊHeÊwasÊconservaƟveÊandÊthoroughÊinÊreach-
ingÊconclusionsÊbeforeÊmakingÊrecommendaƟonsÊ

*AtÊƟmeÊofÊphotoÊ(1969) 
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InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons:  

Higgins,ÊR.Ê&ÊThiel,ÊH.:ÊIntroducƟonÊtoÊtheÊstudyÊofÊmeiofauna.Ê
Smiths.ÊInstn.ÊPress,ÊWashington,Ê1988 

Nybakken,ÊJ.W.Ê&ÊHiggins,ÊR.P.Ê(2007):ÊInterƟdalÊMeiobenthos.Ê
In:ÊTheÊLightÊandÊSmithÊManual.ÊInterƟdalÊInvertebratesÊfromÊ
CentralÊCaliforniaÊtoÊOregon.ÊInterƟdalÊInvertebratesÊfromÊCen-
tralÊCaliforniaÊtoÊOregon.Ê4thÊed.,ÊUniv.ÊCal.ÊPress,Êpp.Ê18-23. 

Higgins,ÊR.P.Ê(2007):ÊKinorhyncha,ÊLoricifera,ÊandÊPriapulida.ÊIn:Ê
TheÊLightÊandÊSmithÊManual.ÊInterƟdalÊInvertebratesÊfromÊCen-
tralÊCaliforniaÊtoÊOregon.ÊInterƟdalÊInvertebratesÊfromÊCentralÊ
CaliforniaÊtoÊOregon.Ê4thÊed.,ÊUniv.ÊCal.ÊPress,Ê269-273. 

 

 

William (“Bill”) Hummon  (1932-2017) 

InsƟtuƟon*: OhioÊStateÊUniversityÊofÊAthens 

Main field of work: Morphology,ÊdistribuƟonÊofÊma-
rineÊgastrotrichs;ÊabioƟcÊfactorsÊinÊbeachÊsedimentsÊ
(workedÊonÊtheÊfetchÊenergyÊindex) 

CharacterisƟc features of work: ForÊaÊlongÊƟmeÊtheÊ
onlyÊspecialistÊonÊGastrotrichaÊinÊtheÊUS,ÊoneÊofÊtheÊ
fewÊmeiobenthologistsÊwhoÊareÊnameÊpatronsÊofÊaÊ
taxonomicÊfamilyÊ(Hummondasyidae). 

Some personal impressions: BillÊwasÊcriƟcalÊagainstÊ
anyÊmilitaryÊservice;ÊwithÊhisÊquietÊhumourÊheÊwasÊ
alwaysÊhelpfulÊandÊpresentÊwhenÊneeded.Ê 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons:  

HummonÊW.D.Ê(2001-2010).ÊGlobalÊdistribuƟonÊofÊmarineÊGas-
trotrichaÊÊ(onlineÊ‘ChecklistÊGastrotricha’) 

Hummon,ÊW.D.Ê(2007):ÊGastrotricha.ÊIn:ÊTheÊLightÊandÊSmithÊ
Manual.ÊInterƟdalÊInvertebratesÊfromÊCentralÊCaliforniaÊtoÊOre-
gon.Ê4th.Êed.,ÊUnivÊInterƟdalÊInvertebratesÊfromÊCentralÊCalifor-
niaÊtoÊOregon.ÊUniv.ÊCal.ÊPress,Ê267-268 

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 

Robert (“Bob”) Higgins  (1932-2022) 

InsƟtuƟon*: SmithsonianÊInsƟtuƟon,ÊWashington,Ê
D.C.,ÊUSA 

Main field of work: Morphology,ÊsystemaƟcsÊofÊki-
norhynchs,Êpriapulids,Êtardigrades,ÊloriciferansÊ(theÊ
larvalÊstageÊofÊthisÊ‘new’ÊphylumÊisÊcalledÊ‘HigginsÊ
larva’);ÊBobÊbeganÊhisÊcareerÊstudyingÊmossÊtardi-
gradesÊatÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊColoradoÊasÊaÊpupilÊofÊR.Ê
Pennak.Ê 

CharacterisƟc features of work: DetailedÊandÊexactÊ
descripƟons,ÊworkedÊoŌenÊtogetherÊwithÊR.ÊKristen-
senÊfromÊCopenhagenÊ(seeÊpicture). 

Some personal impressions: BobÊwasÊalwaysÊaÊveryÊ
precise,Êserious,ÊandÊengagedÊcolleague.ÊAsÊexcellentÊ
organizerÊheÊmanagedÊtoÊfoundÊinÊ1966ÊourÊInterna-
ƟonalÊAssociaƟonÊofÊMeiobenthologistsÊ(IAM).ÊMarkÊ
myÊwords:ÊWithoutÊBobÊnoÊIAM!ÊMoreover:ÊInÊ1969Ê
heÊwasÊinstrumentalÊtoÊgetÊgoing,ÊtogetherÊwithÊN.Ê
Hulings,ÊtheÊ1stÊInternaƟonalÊMeiofaunaÊConferenceÊ
inÊTunisÊinÊ1969Ê(seeÊgroupÊpictureÊabove)Ê–ÊsƟllÊtoÊ
thisÊdayÊtheÊonlyÊmeiofaunaÊmeeƟngÊinÊAfrica.ÊBobÊ
sampledÊoŌenÊinÊcountriesÊprisƟneÊfromÊmeiofaunaÊ
research.ÊHeÊdevelopedÊtheÊfrequentlyÊusedÊ
‘mermaidÊbra’,ÊaÊsmallÊ63-micronÊmeshÊnetÊ(seeÊpic-
ture,ÊwithÊR.ÊKristensenÊatÊtheÊfamousÊstatueÊofÊ‘theÊ
liƩleÊmermaid’ÊinÊCopenhagen—photoÊcourtesyÊofÊR.Ê
Kristensen,ÊonÊright).ÊÊ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*AtÊƟmeÊofÊphotoÊ(1969) 
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showsÊtheÊamazingÊwidthÊofÊhisÊgeneralÊzoologicalÊ
knowledge.Ê 

Some personal impressions:ÊPollock’sÊunconvenƟonalÊ
wayÊofÊlookingÊatÊtheÊmarineÊenvironmentÊandÊitsÊ
inhabitantsÊisÊbestÊshownÊbyÊhisÊnovelÊ‘tabularÊkeys’Ê
ofÊspeciesÊinÊ‘PracƟcalÊGuide’.ÊInsteadÊofÊtheÊusualÊ
‘dichotomousÊkeys’,ÊheÊillustratesÊandÊexplainsÊthisÊ
uniqueÊidenƟficaƟonÊmethodÊofÊmarineÊanimalsÊinÊaÊ
‘KeyÊtoÊCertainÊBoltsÊandÊScrews’Ê–ÊabsolutelyÊ
unique!ÊAÊquotaƟonÊbestÊcharacterizesÊPollockÊasÊtheÊ
enthusiasƟcÊuniversityÊteacherÊ(itÊmightÊstandÊforÊ
manyÊothersÊasÊwell):Ê“Teaching while being … im-
mersed in the medium is the seƫng which field biolo-
gists relish. There, a sense of physical adventure cou-
ples with intellectual discovery in a way, which can't 
help but infect willing students. I have had the luxury 
of teaching in such seƫngs throughout my career”.ÊÊ 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons: 

Pollock,ÊL.Ê(1975).ÊTardigrada. In:ÊReproducƟonÊofÊmarineÊinver-
tebrates.ÊVol.ÊII,ÊCh.Ê2,Ê43-54.ÊGieseÊ&ÊPearseÊ(ed.),ÊElsevier 

Pollock,ÊL.Ê(1998).ÊAÊPracƟcalÊGuideÊtoÊtheÊMarineÊAnimalsÊofÊ
northeasternÊNorthÊAmerica.ÊRutgersÊUniv.ÊPress,ÊNewÊBruns-
wick,ÊNewÊJersey,Ê1997 

Pollock,ÊL.W.,ÊCarranza,ÊA.:ÊTardigrada.ÊIn:ÊTheÊLightÊandÊSmithÊ
Manual.ÊInterƟdalÊInvertebratesÊfromÊCentralÊCaliforniaÊtoÊ
Oregon.Ê4th.Êed.,ÊUniv.ÊCal.ÊPress,Êpp.Ê293-297.Ê 

 

 

Bengt-Owe Jansson (1931 – 2007) 

InsƟtuƟon*: AsköÊLaboratoriet,ÊUniversityÊofÊStock-
holm,ÊSweden;Ê1972ÊprofessorÊatÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊ
Stockholm,ÊSweden 

Main field of work: EnvironmentalÊfactorsÊandÊecolo-
gyÊofÊmeiofaunaÊinÊBalƟcÊshores. 

CharacterisƟc features of work: StarƟngÊstudiesÊonÊ
variousÊfactorsÊdeterminingÊtheÊdistribuƟonÊpaƩernÊ
andÊdynamicsÊofÊ(BalƟc)Êmeiofauna,ÊBengt-OweÊwasÊ
oneÊofÊtheÊfirstÊtoÊfocusÊÊonÊtheÊfuncƟoningÊandÊ
threatsÊtoÊtheÊBalƟcÊasÊanÊinterconnectedÊsystem.Ê
JanssonÊhasÊbeenÊcloselyÊaffiliatedÊwithÊtheÊArizonaÊ
StateÊUniversity. 

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 

Wilfried Westheide (1937-   ) 

InsƟtuƟon*: UniversityÊofÊGöƫngenÊ(Germany) 

Main field of work: Anatomy,Êbiology,ÊsystemaƟcsÊ
andÊevoluƟonÊofÊmeiobenthicÊpolychaetes. 

CharacterisƟc features of work: AlwaysÊbasingÊonÊ
evoluƟonaryÊaspects,ÊhisÊnumerousÊpapersÊonÊmeio-
benthicÊpolychaetesÊfocusedÊonÊdistribuƟonÊandÊspe-
ciaƟon,ÊparƟcularlyÊonÊtheÊ‘meiofaunaÊparadox’.ÊTheÊ
‘direcƟonÊofÊevoluƟon’Ê–ÊisÊitÊspeciaƟon,ÊdifferenƟa-
ƟonÊorÊalsoÊreducƟon? 

Some personal impressions: AÊquiet,ÊcriƟcalÊcom-
mentatorÊwithÊaÊfine,ÊrestrainedÊhumourÊandÊanÊim-
pressiveÊknowledge,ÊnotÊonlyÊonÊmeiofauna.ÊFromÊ
hisÊschoolÊofÊstudentsÊoriginatedÊaÊlargeÊnumberÊofÊ
well-knownÊresearchersÊandÊauthorsÊspecializedÊonÊ
theÊmorphology,ÊsystemaƟcÊposiƟonÊandÊevoluƟonÊ
ofÊmeiofauna.Ê 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons:  

Westheide,ÊW.Ê&ÊRieger,ÊR.,Êeds.Ê(2004):ÊSpezielleÊZoologie.Ê
Spektrum,ÊHeidelberg,Ê1stÊed.ÊThisÊprominentÊGermanÊtwo-
volumeÊtextbookÊhasÊseenÊseveralÊediƟonsÊandÊevenÊbeenÊ
translatedÊintoÊRussian.ÊÊ 

Westheide,ÊW.Ê(1987):ÊPolychaetes:ÊIntersƟƟalÊfamilies.ÊSynops.Ê
Brit.ÊFaunaÊ44,Ê169Êpp. 

Westheide,ÊW.Ê(1997):ÊTheÊdirecƟonÊofÊevoluƟonÊwithinÊtheÊ
Polychaeta.ÊJ.ÊNat.ÊHist.Ê31:Ê1-15Ê 

Westheide,ÊW.Ê(1987):ÊProgenesisÊasÊaÊprincipleÊinÊmeiofaunaÊ
evoluƟon.ÊJ.ÊNat.ÊHist.Ê21:Ê843-854Ê 

Westheide,ÊW.Ê(1984):ÊTheÊconceptÊofÊreproducƟonÊinÊpoly-
chaetesÊwithÊsmallÊbodyÊsize:ÊadaptaƟonsÊinÊintersƟƟalÊspe-
cies. In:ÊFischerÊA,ÊPfannensƟelÊHDÊ(eds.)ÊPolychaeteÊreproduc-
Ɵon.ÊFortschr.ÊZool.Ê29:Ê265-287 

 

Leland Pollock (1943-   ) 

InsƟtuƟon:ÊDrewÊUniversity,ÊMadison,ÊNewÊJersey,Ê
USA 

Main field of work:ÊSystemaƟcsÊandÊdistribuƟonÊofÊ
marineÊtardigrades 

CharacterisƟc features of work:ÊPollockÊwasÊspecial-
izedÊonÊmarineÊtardigrades,ÊmostlyÊfromÊAmericanÊ
coasts.ÊHowever,ÊhisÊ‘PracƟcalÊGuide’Ê(seeÊbelow)Ê

*AtÊƟmeÊofÊphotoÊ(1969) 
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tooÊlongÊbeforeÊhisÊtalentÊtoÊcoordinateÊandÊconvinceÊ
openedÊhimÊupÊaÊmuchÊwiderÊscene.ÊHeÊisÊaÊwonder-
fulÊexampleÊshowingÊhowÊsmall,ÊmeiobenthicÊwormsÊ
canÊpaveÊtheÊwayÊtoÊaÊremarkableÊpublicÊcareerÊasÊanÊ
advocateÊforÊEuropeanÊscience/poliƟcalÊplaƞormsÊÊ-Ê
orÊwasÊitÊPierre’sÊfamousÊlaughingÊface? 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons (Out of Lasserre’s plenty of 
publicaƟons I can cite here just one strictly biological and one 
environmental/poliƟcal paper):  

Lasserre,ÊP:ÊÊMarineÊmicrocosms:ÊSmall-scaleÊcontrolledÊecosys-
tems.ÊPp.Ê20-60.ÊÊIn:ÊEnclosedÊExperimentalÊMarineÊEcosystems:Ê
AÊReviewÊandÊRecommendaƟons.ÊSpringer,ÊNewÊYork,ÊInc.1990Ê 

Chesney,ÊM.,ÊLasserre,ÊP.Ê&ÊTroja,ÊB.Ê(2016):ÊMiƟgaƟngÊGlobalÊ
Warming:ÊaÊRealÊOpƟonÊApproach.ÊAnn.ÊOperat.ÊRes.ÊSpringerÊ
255:Ê465-506.Ê 

 

BerƟl Swedmark   (1918-1975) 

InsƟtuƟon*: KrisƟnebergÊZoologicalÊStaƟon,Ê
Fiskebäckskil,ÊSweden 

Main field of work: Anatomy,ÊbiologyÊandÊsystem-
aƟcsÊofÊselected,ÊoŌenÊrareÊsandÊmeiofaunaÊ(suchÊasÊ
gastrotrichs,Êmedusae,Êbryozoans,Ê“archiannelids”)Ê
underÊevoluƟonaryÊaspects 

CharacterisƟc features of work: StructuralÊadapta-
ƟonsÊtoÊintersƟƟalÊlife.ÊVeryÊearlyÊSwedmarkÊpointedÊ
outÊtheÊpossibleÊroleÊofÊmeiofaunaÊasÊindicatorsÊandÊ
testÊorganismsÊforÊpolluƟonÊstudies,ÊespeciallyÊinÊ
SwedishÊłords. 

Some personal impressions: SwedmarkÊwasÊstronglyÊ
influencedÊbyÊhisÊlongÊƟmeÊatÊtheÊFrenchÊmarineÊsta-
ƟonÊinÊRoscoffÊ(hisÊearlyÊpublicaƟonsÊwereÊinÊFrench,Ê
heÊreceivedÊhisÊdoctorÊƟtleÊfromÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊ
Paris).ÊReturningÊtoÊSweden,ÊheÊbecameÊdirectorÊofÊ
theÊfamousÊKrisƟnebergÊMarineÊStaƟon.ÊIÊseeÊBerƟlÊ
SwedmarkÊinÊaÊposiƟonÊcloseÊtoÊtheÊancestorsÊwhoÊ
‘discovered’ÊandÊdescribedÊnovelÊintersƟƟalÊfauna,Ê
butÊheÊwasÊalsoÊoneÊofÊtheÊearlyÊecologistsÊwhoÊreal-
izedÊtheÊenormousÊecologicalÊroleÊofÊÊ‘meiobenthos’.Ê
AsÊsuchÊheÊcertainlyÊbelongedÊtoÊtheÊfoundersÊofÊto-
daysÊ‘meiobenthology’ÊasÊaÊresearchÊfieldÊofÊitsÊown.Ê
ToÊmeÊBerƟlÊappearedÊasÊtheÊfriendly,ÊveryÊinterest-
ed,ÊlinguisƟcallyÊculturedÊandÊaƩenƟveÊ'grandfatherÊ
type'.Ê 

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 

Some personal impressions: AÊleadingÊfigureÊinÊSwe-
dishÊecologicalÊresearchÊandÊearlyÊadvocateÊofÊnatureÊ
conservaƟonÊinÊtheÊsensiƟveÊBalƟcÊSea,ÊBengt-OweÊ
foundedÊandÊleadÊtheÊfamousÊAsköÊMarineÊLaborato-
ry.ÊOnceÊyouÊarrivedÊthere,ÊyouÊfeltÊhowÊheÊunder-
stoodÊtoÊcombineÊeffecƟveÊresearchÊworkÊwithÊaÊre-
laxedÊatmosphereÊ–ÊaÊrareÊandÊremarkableÊfeatureÊ
thatÊmanyÊguestÊmeiobenthologistsÊdidÊenjoy.ÊOneÊofÊ
thoseÊpersonsÊtalentedÊenoughÊtoÊriseÊfromÊstudiesÊ
onÊƟnyÊanimalsÊtoÊhighÊpublicÊrecogniƟonÊ(e.g.Êmem-
berÊofÊtheÊSwedishÊAcademyÊofÊScience)Ê 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons: 

Jansson,ÊB.-O.Ê(1972):ÊEcosystemÊapproachÊtoÊtheÊBalƟcÊProb-
lems.ÊBull.ÊEcol.ÊRes.ÊCommiƩeeÊNo.Ê16,Ê72Êpp.ÊSwed.ÊNat.ÊSci.Ê
Res.ÊCounc.ÊStockholm 

Jansson,ÊB.-O.,ÊWulff,ÊF.Ê(1977):ÊEcosystemÊanalysisÊofÊaÊshallowÊ
soundÊinÊtheÊnorthernÊBalƟc:ÊAÊjointÊstudy.ÊContr.ÊAsköÊLab.,Ê18Ê
pp.ÊUniv.ÊStockholmÊPubl. 

Jansson,ÊB.-O.Êed.Ê(1986):ÊCoastal-offshoreÊecosystemÊinterac-
Ɵons.ÊProceedingsÊofÊaÊsymposiumÊatÊSanÊFranciscoÊStateÊUni-
versity,Ê367Êpp.ÊSpringerÊ 

 

Middle row, from leŌ:  

Pierre Lasserre  (1940-   ) 

InsƟtuƟon*:ÊMarineÊBiologyÊStaƟon,ÊUniv.ÊofÊBor-
deaux,ÊArcachon,ÊFrance 

Main field of work: TaxonomyÊandÊecologyÊofÊmarineÊ
meiobenthicÊoligochaetesÊwithÊaÊfocusÊonÊsedimentÊ
oxygenÊfluxesÊandÊmicro-respirometry.ÊPierreÊwasÊ
theÊ1stÊstudentÊofÊJeanneÊRenaud-MornantÊ(seeÊbe-
low) 

CharacterisƟc features of work: HisÊearlyÊecophysio-
logicalÊstudiesÊinÊexperimentalÊmicrocosmsÊgainedÊ
aƩenƟon.ÊLeavingÊpureÊresearchÊquiteÊearly,ÊPierreÊ
ascendedÊlaterÊtoÊhighÊlevelsÊinÊFrenchÊscienceÊpoli-
ƟcsÊandÊinÊUnescoÊconferences.ÊInÊrecogniƟonÊofÊhisÊ
variousÊscience-poliƟcalÊcontribuƟonsÊandÊmember-
shipsÊheÊreceivedÊnumerousÊinternaƟonalÊhonoursÊ
andÊdegrees.ÊInÊ2009ÊPierreÊbecameÊHonoraryÊPro-
fessorÊatÊtheÊfamousÊSorbonneÊUniversity,ÊParis 

Some personal impressions: PierreÊLassereÊwasÊpre-
sumablyÊtheÊfirstÊspecialistÊonÊmeiobenthicÊmarineÊ
oligochaetes,ÊalthoughÊheÊdidÊnotÊfollowÊthisÊpathÊ

*AtÊƟmeÊofÊphotoÊ(1969) 
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Claude Jouin  (Jouin-Toulmond) 

InsƟtuƟon*: FacultéÊdeÊSciences,ÊUniversityÊofÊParis,Ê
QuaiÊSaintÊBernard,ÊParis 

Main field of work: ‘Archiannelids’,ÊespeciallyÊNerilli-
dae;Êtaxonomy,ÊmorphologyÊandÊreproducƟveÊbiolo-
gy. 

CharacterisƟc features of work: ClassicalÊtaxonomicÊ
andÊstructuralÊresearchÊwithÊaÊfocusÊonÊtheÊrepro-
ducƟve-biologicalÊpaƩernÊofÊmeiobenthicÊpoly-
chaetesÊ 

Some personal impressions: ClaudeÊstartedÊherÊca-
reerÊwithÊstudiesÊonÊvariousÊintersƟƟalÊannelids,Ê
mainlyÊonÊtheÊgroupÊformerlyÊcalledÊ‘Archiannelida’.Ê
SheÊfoundÊaÊfascinaƟngÊnewÊspeciesÊwithoutÊaÊ
(funcƟonal)ÊgutÊ(Astomus)Ê–ÊaÊparallelÊtoÊgutlessÊoli-
gochaetesÊandÊnematodes.ÊTogetherÊwithÊherÊhus-
bandÊA.ÊToulmondÊsheÊlaterÊchangedÊherÊscienƟficÊ
focusÊtoÊrespiraƟonÊphysiologyÊofÊpolychaetes,ÊwhichÊ
liveÊinÊoxygen-depletedÊenvironments.Ê 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons:  

Jouin,ÊClaudeÊ(1970).ÊRecherchesÊsurÊlesÊProtodrilidaeÊ
(Archiannélides):ÊI.ÊÉtudeÊmorphologiqueÊetÊsystémaƟqueÊduÊ
genreÊProtodrilus.ÊCah.ÊBio.ÊMar.Ê11:Ê367-434.Ê 

Jouin,ÊC.Ê(1966):ÊHermaphrodiƟsmeÊchezÊNerillidopsis hyalinae 
n.g.,Ên.sp.ÊetÊchezÊNerillidiumÊRemane,ÊArchiannélides.ÊComptesÊ
RendusÊAcad.ÊSci.ÊParis,ÊDÊ263:Ê412-415.Ê 

Jouin,ÊC.Ê(1979):ÊDescripƟonÊofÊaÊfree-livingÊPolychaeteÊwithoutÊ
gut:ÊAstomus taenioides n.gen.,Ên.sp.Ê(Protodrilidae,ÊArchiann-
nelida).ÊCan.ÊJ.ÊZool.Ê57:Ê2448-2456. 

 

Claus Clausen   

InsƟtuƟon*: ZoologicalÊLaboratory,ÊUniversityÊofÊBer-
gen,ÊBergen,ÊNorway 

Main field of work: TaxonomyÊandÊmorphologyÊofÊ
gastrotrichsÊandÊ(inÊearlyÊyears)ÊintersƟƟalÊcnidariansÊ 

CharacterisƟc features of work: AlthoughÊhisÊpresen-
taƟonÊatÊtheÊFirstÊMeiofaunaÊConferenceÊwasÊabout 

AlthoughÊhisÊpresentaƟonÊatÊtheÊFirstÊMeiofaunaÊ
ConferenceÊwasÊaboutÊ‘IntersƟƟalÊCnidaria’,Ê
Clausen’sÊclassicalÊtaxonomicÊworkÊfocussedÊonÊma-
rineÊgastrotrichsÊwithÊpublicaƟonsÊfromÊ1965ÊtoÊ

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 

AsÊsuchÊheÊcertainlyÊbelongedÊtoÊtheÊfoundersÊofÊto-
daysÊ‘meiobenthology’ÊasÊaÊresearchÊfieldÊofÊitsÊown.Ê
ToÊmeÊBerƟlÊappearedÊasÊtheÊfriendly,ÊveryÊinterest-
ed,ÊlinguisƟcallyÊculturedÊandÊaƩenƟveÊ'grandfatherÊ
type'.Ê 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟon:  

Swedmark,ÊB.Ê(1964):ÊTheÊintersƟƟalÊfaunaÊofÊmarineÊsand.ÊBiol.Ê
Rev.Ê39,Ê1-42. 

 

Jeanne Renaud-Mornant (Renaud-Debyser) (1925 – 
2012) 

InsƟtuƟon*: MuseumÊNaƟonalÊd’HistoireÊNaturelle,Ê
Paris,ÊFrance 

Main field of work: Morphology,ÊsystemaƟcÊofÊvari-
ousÊintersƟƟalÊtaxa,Êe.g.Êtardigrades,Êpolychaetes,Ê
mystacocarids.ÊInÊ1986ÊJeanneÊfoundÊtheÊ'ghostÊlar-
va',ÊlaterÊidenƟfiedÊasÊaÊloriciferan. 

CharacterisƟc features of work: BesideÊherÊmanyÊ
yearsÊatÊtheÊfamousÊMuseumÊofÊNaturalÊHistoryÊinÊ
ParisÊ(whereÊsheÊcuratedÊaÊspecialÊexhibiƟonÊonÊmei-
ofaunaÊinÊtheÊfamousÊ‘GrandeÊGalerieÊdeÊl’ÉvoluƟon),Ê
JeanneÊworkedÊforÊseveralÊyearsÊinÊBrasil,ÊwhereÊsheÊ
foundedÊanÊacƟveÊschoolÊofÊmeiobenthologists.ÊTheÊ
13thÊEMBSÊ(2007)ÊhasÊbeenÊdedicatedÊtoÊher. 

Some personal impressions: EverybodyÊwhoÊhasÊmetÊ
JeanneÊwillÊrememberÊherÊhumour,Ê‘vivacité’ÊandÊ
enthusiasm.ÊArƟsƟcallyÊmulƟ-talented,ÊJeanneÊcreat-
edÊtheÊfamousÊpictureÊofÊtheÊtardigradeÊFlorarctusÊ
asperÊthatÊmadeÊitsÊwayÊintoÊmanyÊtextbooks.ÊDuringÊ
reƟrementÊyearsÊsheÊtravelledÊwithÊherÊhusbandÊ
alongÊEuropeanÊandÊNorthÊAmericanÊcanalsÊonÊtheirÊ
boatÊnamedÊ«ÊTardigrade». 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons:  

(as)Ê‘Renaud-Debyser’,ÊJ.Ê(1963):ÊRecherchesÊ
écologiquesÊsurÊlaÊfauneÊintersƟƟelleÊdesÊsables.ÊBas-
sinÊd'Arcachon,ÊileÊdeÊBimini,ÊBahamas.ÊVieÊMilieuÊ
(Suppl.)Ê15:Ê1-157.Ê 

 

 

*AtÊƟmeÊofÊphotoÊ(1969) 
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InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons: 

ÊNoodt,ÊW.Ê(1957):ÊZurÊÖkologieÊderÊHarpacƟcoideaÊ(Crust.Ê
Cop.)ÊdesÊEulitoralsÊderÊdeutschenÊMeeres-küsteÊundÊderÊan-
grenzendenÊBrackgewässer.ÊZ.ÊMorph.ÊÖkol.ÊTiereÊ46,Ê149-242 

Noodt,ÊW.Ê(1965):ÊCrustaceaÊsubterraneaÊausÊArgenƟnien.Ê
Beitr.ÊNeotrop.ÊFaunaÊ4,Ê84-129 

Noodt,ÊW.Ê(1969):ÊDieÊGrundwasserfaunaÊSüdamerikas.ÊIn:ÊBio-
geographyÊandÊEcologyÊinÊSouthÊAmericaÊ2:Ê659-684.ÊJunk,ÊDenÊ
Haag  

Noodt,ÊW.Ê(1970):ÊZurÊEidonomieÊderÊStygocaridacea,ÊeinerÊ
GruppeÊintersƟƟellerÊSyncaridaÊ(Malacostraca).ÊCrustaceanaÊ19,Ê
227-244 

Noodt,ÊW.Ê(1972)ÊBrasilianischeÊGrundwasser-Crustacea.ÊCrus-
taceana,Ê1.ÊStudienÊanÊdenÊGaƩungenÊParastenocarisÊKresslerÊ
undÊForficatocarisÊJakobiÊausÊderÊSerraÊdoÊMarÊvonÊSaoÊPauloÊ
(Copepoda,ÊHarparctoidea),ÊCrustaceana.Ê23,Ê76-99 Ê 

 

 

Ernst Kirsteuer   (1933 – 2012) 

InsƟtuƟon*: Dep.ÊLivingÊInvertebrates,ÊAmericanÊMu-
seumÊofÊNaturalÊHistory,ÊNewÊYork,ÊUSAÊ 

Main field of work: SystemaƟcsÊandÊmorphologyÊofÊ
variousÊmarineÊintersƟƟalÊmeiofaunaÊgroups,Êe.g.Ê
polychaetes,ÊpriapulidsÊ(Tubiluchus),Ênemerteans. 

CharacterisƟc features of work: seeÊabove 

Some personal impressions: AÊmemberÊofÊtheÊ
‘ViennaÊGroup’ÊofÊmeiobenthologistsÊ(e.g.ÊWolfgangÊ
Sterrer,ÊJörgÊOƩ),ÊErnstÊKirsteuerÊjoinedÊtheÊstaffÊofÊ
theÊAmericanÊMuseumÊinÊ1965,ÊwhereÊheÊworkedÊforÊ
manyÊyearsÊandÊbecameÊheadÊofÊtheÊInvertebrateÊ
ZoologyÊDepartment.ÊAŌerÊhisÊearlyÊreƟrementÊheÊ
movedÊtoÊtheÊcountrysideÊtoÊliveÊaÊ‘lifeÊasÊself-
sufficientÊasÊpossible’. 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons:  

ZurÊKenntnisÊderÊArchiannelidaÊdesÊRotenÊMeeres.ÊZool.ÊAnz.Ê
177:Ê288-296.Ê 

 

 

 

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 

2004.ÊCrasiella clauseni hasÊbeenÊdescribedÊasÊepo-
nymÊforÊhimÊbyÊLeeÊ&ÊChangÊ(2012). 

Some personal impressions: ClausÊhasÊbeenÊde-
scribedÊasÊaÊratherÊquiet,ÊseriousÊandÊsupporƟveÊmanÊ
withÊaÊcompetentÊknowledgeÊonÊ(marine)Êgastro-
trichs.Ê 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons:  

Clausen,ÊC.Ê(2004):ÊGastrotrichaÊfromÊtheÊFaroeÊBank.ÊSarsiaÊ89:Ê
423-458. 

Clausen,ÊC.Ê(2000):ÊGastrotrichaÊMacrodasyidaÊfromÊtheÊTromsøÊ
region,ÊnorthernÊNorway.ÊSarsia,Êvol.Ê85,Êno.Ê5/6.Ê357-479. 

Rao,ÊG.C.Ê&ÊClausen,ÊC.Ê(1970).ÊPlanodasys marginalis gen.ÊetÊ
sp.Ênov.ÊandÊPlanodasyidaeÊfam.Ênov.Ê(GastrotrichaÊMacrodasy-
oidea).ÊSarsia,Ê42:Ê73-82.Ê 

 

Wolfram Noodt   (1927 – 1991)  

InsƟtuƟon*: UniversityÊofÊKiel,ÊGermany 

Main field of work: MarineÊHarpacƟcoidaÊ 

CharacterisƟc features of work: MorphologyÊandÊtax-
onomyÊofÊcommonÊHarpacƟcoida,ÊunusualÊintersƟƟalÊ
andÊsubterraneanÊcrustaceans,Êe.g.ÊSyncarida.Ê
Noodt’sÊpublicaƟonsÊonÊtheÊshoreÊfaunaÊhadÊaÊstrongÊ
ecologicalÊbackground 

Some personal impressions: SoonÊaŌerÊtheÊstartÊofÊ
hisÊscienƟficÊcareerÊinÊKiel,ÊGermany,ÊNoodtÊworkedÊ
forÊsomeÊyearsÊinÊSouthÊAmericaÊasÊuniversityÊteach-
erÊandÊdoingÊbiogeographicalÊstudiesÊonÊvariousÊcrus-
taceans.ÊAŌerÊhisÊreturnÊheÊbecameÊprofessorÊatÊtheÊ
UniversityÊofÊKiel.ÊHisÊteachingÊskills,ÊhisÊcriƟcalÊbutÊ
encouragingÊcommentsÊandÊhelpfulÊsupportÊofÊstu-
dentsÊinÊhisÊweeklyÊ‘quesƟonÊƟme’ÊwereÊfamous.Ê 

NoodtÊwasÊforÊmanyÊyearsÊeditorÊofÊtheÊwidelyÊdis-
tributedÊcopepodÊnewsleƩerÊ‘Monoculus’.ÊInÊtheÊ80sÊ
heÊwasÊco-founderÊofÊaÊsmallÊpublishingÊcompanyÊ
associatedÊwithÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊKiel,ÊwhereÊheÊpub-
lishedÊcontribuƟonsÊonÊtheÊproblemaƟcÊfieldÊofÊna-
tureÊconservaƟonÊandÊpoliƟcsÊinÊtheÊBalƟcÊarea.ÊInÊaÊ
recentÊleƩerÊhisÊwifeÊdescribedÊhimÊasÊ‘notÊfondÊofÊ
academicÊboards,ÊheÊratherÊtriedÊtoÊsupportÊandÊad-
viseÊstudentsÊandÊyoungerÊcolleagues’.Ê 

*AtÊƟmeÊofÊphotoÊ(1969) 



13 

 

  ISSUE #176 
August 2023 

PSAMMONALIA 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons:  

Gomoiu,ÊM.-T.,Ê1976Ê-ÊEcologicalÊstudiesÊonÊpsammobionƟcÊ
molluscsÊfromÊtheÊRomanianÊliƩoralÊofÊtheÊBlackÊSea.ÊEcologieÊ
marină,ÊEd.ÊAcad.ÊBucureșƟ,Ê5:Ê173-349Ê(inÊRomanian).Ê 

Wijsman,ÊJ.ÊW.ÊM;ÊHerman,ÊP.ÊM.ÊJ.,ÊGomoiu,ÊM.-T.Ê(1999):ÊSpa-
ƟalÊtrendsÊinÊsedimentÊstructureÊandÊbenthicÊacƟvityÊinÊrelaƟonÊ
toÊtheÊDanubeÊplumeÊonÊtheÊBlackÊSeaÊconƟnentalÊshelfÊ–ÊMar.Ê
Ecol.ÊProg.ÊSer.Ê181:Ê25-39. 

LangmeadÊO.,ÊMcQuaƩers-GollopÊA.,ÊMeeÊL.D,ÊFriedrichÊJ.,ÊGil-
bert,ÊA.J.,ÊGomoiu,ÊM.-T.,ÊJacksonÊE.L,ÊKnudsenÊS.,ÊMinichevaÊG.,Ê
TodorovaÊV.Ê(2009)ÊRecoveryÊorÊdeclineÊofÊtheÊnorthwesternÊ
BlackÊSea:ÊAÊsocietalÊchoiceÊrevealedÊbyÊsocio-ecologicalÊmodel-
ling.ÊEcol.ÊModell.Ê220:Ê2927Ê–Ê2939. 

 

 

Back row, from leŌ:  

Neil Hulings  (1930 – 2011) 

InsƟtuƟon*:ÊSmithsonianÊInsƟtuƟon,ÊWashington,Ê
D.C.ÊUSAÊ(seeÊIntroducƟonÊabove),ÊsupervisorÊofÊmei-
ofaunaÊatÊtheÊOceanographicÊSorƟngÊCenter,ÊSmiths.Ê
Instn.ÊWashington,ÊD.C.;ÊinÊ1974:ÊUniversityÊofÊJor-
danÊinÊAmman 

Main field of work: LiƩoralÊsandÊmeiofauna,Êespecial-
lyÊostracods. 

CharacterisƟc features of work: IÊassume,ÊHulingsÊ
wasÊtheÊfirstÊmeiobenthologistÊtoÊsampleÊmeiofaunaÊ
onÊbeachesÊofÊNorthernÊAfricaÊ(Tunisia),ÊtheÊRedÊSeaÊ
(GolfÊofÊAquaba)ÊandÊtheÊEasternÊMediterraneanÊ
(Jordan). 

Some personal comments: HulingsÊwasÊAssociateÊ
ProfessorÊ(marineÊecologyÊandÊgeology)ÊatÊtheÊTexasÊ
ChrisƟanÊUniversityÊinÊFortÊWorthÊunƟlÊ1966.ÊHeÊ
studiedÊmarineÊbenthicÊfaunaÊinÊtheÊNorthwesternÊ
GulfÊofÊMexicoÊandÊsoonÊfocusedÊonÊostracods.ÊHisÊ
ƟmeÊatÊtheÊSmithsonianÊInsƟtuƟonÊgaveÊhimÊtheÊ
chanceÊtoÊgoÊtoÊTunisiaÊandÊstudyÊAfricanÊbeaches. 

Some scienƟfic publicaƟons:  

Hulings,ÊN.C.Ê(1967):ÊMarineÊOstracodaÊfromÊtheÊWesternÊNorthÊ
AtlanƟcÊOcean:ÊLabradorÊSea,ÊGulfÊofÊSt.ÊLawrenceÊandÊoffÊNovaÊ
ScoƟa.ÊCrustaceana,ÊVol.Ê13,3:Ê310-328. 

 

 

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 

Marian-Traian Gomoiou   (1936 – 2021) 

InsƟtuƟon*: InsƟtuteÊofÊBiology,ÊDep.ÊMarineÊBiolo-
gy,ÊConstantza,ÊRomania 

Main field of work: BeginningÊwithÊstudiesÊonÊsandyÊ
shoresÊofÊtheÊBlackÊSea,ÊespeciallyÊonÊpsammobioƟcÊ
andÊotherÊmolluscs,ÊGomoiouÊwidenedÊhisÊfocusÊtoÊ
studyÊtheÊdominantÊecologicalÊaspectsÊofÊthisÊen-
closedÊsea.ÊHeÊisÊconsideredÊaÊkeyÊfounderÊofÊmarineÊ
ecologyÊinÊRomania. 

CharacterisƟc features of work: GomoiouÊsoonÊwentÊ
theÊratherÊtypicalÊpathwayÊ–ÊfromÊspecializedÊstudiesÊ
heÊgeneralizedÊhisÊaspectsÊtoÊfocusÊonÊeutrophica-
Ɵon,ÊpolluƟon,ÊandÊoxygenÊdepleƟon.ÊAlsoÊtheÊbio-
logicallyÊfamousÊdeltaÊofÊtheÊDanubeÊwasÊhisÊmainÊ
focusÊarea.ÊAsÊheadÊofÊaÊlargeÊinsƟtuteÊandÊmemberÊ
ofÊtheÊRomanianÊAcademyÊofÊScienceÊheÊiniƟatedÊaÊ
largeÊmonitoringÊprogramÊfocusingÊonÊtheÊhydrologi-
calÊandÊbiologicalÊstatusÊofÊtheÊBlackÊSea. 

Some personal impressions: GomoiouÊisÊanotherÊcol-
leagueÊamongÊmeiobenthologistsÊtoÊstartÊoffÊwithÊ
ƟnyÊanimalsÊandÊlaterÊactÊasÊaÊpowerfulÊmemberÊ(seeÊ
photo,ÊcompareÊwithÊtheÊTunis-photo!)ÊofÊinterna-
ƟonalÊscienƟficÊacademiesÊandÊinÊcommiƩeesÊwithÊ
highestÊscience-poliƟcalÊrank,ÊtheÊnescoÊorÊtheÊClubÊ
ofÊRome.Ê 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*AtÊƟmeÊofÊphotoÊ(1969) 
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wasÊfamousÊenoughÊtoÊbecomeÊintroducedÊtoÊH.M.Ê
Hirohito,ÊEmperorÊofÊJapan,ÊinÊ1975.ÊIÊthinkÊitÊisÊquiteÊ
touchingÊthatÊaŌerÊdecadesÊofÊ‘bigÊdeep-seaÊre-
search’ÊandÊofÊresponsibilityÊforÊfamousÊinternaƟonalÊ
researchÊcruises,ÊatÊtheÊendÊofÊhisÊƟmeÊasÊscienƟstÊ
BobÊreturnedÊtoÊhisÊmeiofaunaÊfavourites,ÊtheÊMys-
tacocarids. 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons:  

Hessler,ÊR.R.:ÊDeep-SeaÊBiology:ÊAÊnaturalÊhistoryÊofÊorganismsÊ
atÊtheÊdeep-seaÊfloor.ÊCambridgeÊUniv.ÊPress,Ê1999 

Hessler,ÊR.R.Ê&ÊSanders,ÊH.L.Ê(1967).ÊFaunalÊdiversityÊinÊtheÊ
deep-sea.ÊDeepÊSeaÊRes.Ê14,Ê65-70. 

Hessler,ÊR.R.,ÊElofsson,ÊR.Ê(2012):ÊTheÊreproducƟveÊsystemÊofÊ
Derocheilocaris  typica (Crustacea,ÊMystacocarida).ÊArthropodÊ
Struct.ÊDev.Ê41:Ê281-291. 

 

Alasdair McIntyre  (1926 – 2010) 

InsƟtuƟon*: MarineÊLaboratoryÊAberdeen 

Main field of work: EcologyÊofÊsandyÊbeachesÊofÊScot-
landÊ(especiallyÊatÊLochÊEweÊwestÊcoastÊofÊScotland).Ê
HeÊcarriedÊoutÊanÊimportant,ÊcomprehensiveÊandÊ
mulƟ-disciplinaryÊprojectÊwhichÊstartedÊwithÊfishÊlar-
vaeÊbutÊsoonÊgrewÊtoÊoneÊofÊtheÊfirstÊecosystemÊ
studiesÊthatÊincludedÊtheÊabioƟcÊfactorÊsystem,Êmeio-
faunaÊasÊwellÊasÊfisheryÊbiology.Ê 

CharacterisƟc features of work: AlasdairÊreceivedÊhisÊ
DScÊbyÊGlasgowÊUniversityÊforÊhisÊthesisÊonÊMarineÊ
BenthicÊEcology.ÊBesideÊhisÊnumerousÊecologicalÊ
studiesÊatÊScoƫshÊcoastsÊheÊgrewÊ‘moreÊandÊmoreÊ
internaƟonal’,ÊbecameÊprofessorÊatÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊ
Aberdeen,ÊChairmanÊofÊtheÊICESÊadvisoryÊcommiƩeeÊ
onÊmarineÊpolluƟonÊetc,Êetc.ÊÊ 

Some personal impressions: AlasdairÊcouldÊalwaysÊ
connectÊinÊhisÊgroupÊ-ÊinÊanÊadmirableÊwayÊ-ÊaÊwarm-
heartedÊatmosphereÊwithÊhardÊworkÊandÊstrategicÊ
scienƟficÊplanning:ÊgoÊbeyondÊtheÊsmallÊdetailsÊto-
wardsÊtheÊgeneralÊaspects;ÊfocusÊonÊdetailsÊofÊtheÊ
benthos,ÊbutÊalwaysÊconsiderÊtheÊgeneralÊpicture,Ê
theÊissuesÊofÊmarineÊpolluƟonÊthreateningÊourÊseasÊ
andÊtheÊfisheries.ÊDoubtlesslyÊhisÊ‘opusÊmagnum’Êre-
mainsÊ‘LifeÊinÊtheÊWorld’sÊOceans’,ÊwhereÊheÊbroughtÊ
togetherÊtheÊscienƟficÊcontribuƟonsÊofÊsomeÊ2000Ê(!)Ê
scienƟstsÊfromÊallÊaroundÊtheÊglobe.ÊIÊthinkÊthisÊisÊ

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 
Hulings,ÊN.C.Ê(1969):ÊTaxonomyÊandÊecologyÊofÊnear-shoreÊOs-
tracodaÊfromÊtheÊPacificÊCoastÊofÊNorthÊandÊCentralÊAmerica.ÊIn:Ê
TheÊTaxonomy,ÊMorphologyÊandÊEcologyÊofÊRecentÊOstracoda.Ê
pp.Ê412-422Ê(ÊNeale,ÊJ.W.,Êed.),ÊOliverÊ&ÊBoyd,ÊEdinburgh,ÊG.B. 

Hulings,ÊN.C.Ê(1971):ÊAÊcomparaƟveÊstudyÊofÊtheÊsandÊbeachÊ
meiofaunaÊofÊLebanon,ÊTunisiaÊandÊMorocco.ÊThalassiaÊJugo-
slav.Ê7:Ê117-122. 

Hulings,ÊN.C.Ê(1971):ÊProceedingsÊofÊtheÊFirstÊInternaƟonalÊCon-
ferenceÊonÊMeiofauna.Ê(Ed.)ÊSmiths.ÊContr.ÊZool.Ê76,ÊWashing-
ton,Ê205Êpp 

Hulings,ÊN.C.Ê&ÊGray,ÊJ.Ê(1971):ÊAÊManualÊforÊtheÊStudyÊofÊMeio-
fauna’.ÊSmiths.ÊContr.ÊZool.Ê78,Ê84Êpp. 

 

Robert “Bob” Hessler (1932-2020) 

InsƟtuƟon: ScrippsÊInsƟtuƟonÊofÊOceanography,ÊU.C.Ê
SanÊDiego,ÊLaÊJolla,ÊCa.,ÊUSA 

MainÊfieldÊofÊwork:ÊStudiedÊdeep-seaÊcrustaceans,Ê
butÊalwaysÊsawÊtheÊ‘biggerpicture’,ÊtheÊdeep-seaÊ
communiƟes.ÊDevelopedÊinnovaƟveÊtoolsÊforÊdeep-
seaÊresearchÊandÊdocumentedÊabundantÊmarineÊlifeÊ
beyondÊaboutÊ5000ÊmÊdepthÊ(inÊ1975ÊheÊsucceededÊ
inÊphotographingÊlifeÊatÊ9,600ÊmÊdepth). 

CharacterisƟc features of work: BobÊstartedÊwithÊ
meiofaunaÊstudiesÊ(Cephalocarida,ÊMystacocarida),Ê
butÊheÊhadÊtheÊuniqueÊtalentÊtoÊalwaysÊseeÊ‘theÊen-
ƟreÊpicture’.ÊSo,ÊhisÊappearanceÊatÊaÊgroupÊphotoÊ
aboveÊisÊdepicƟngÊjustÊaÊsmallÊ‘meiobenthosÊphase’Ê
ofÊhisÊrichÊlife.ÊHeÊwasÊaÊgreatÊacademicÊteacher,ÊandÊ
hisÊaudienceÊwasÊoŌenÊsoÊfascinatedÊbyÊhisÊincompa-
rableÊtalentÊofÊtalkingÊandÊexplainingÊthatÊoverrun-
ningÊofÊƟmeÊwasÊnotÊaÊproblem!Ê 

Some personal impressions: BobÊwasÊaÊrealÊ‘all-
rounder’:ÊheÊstudiedÊforestry,ÊbecameÊMasterÊinÊzo-
ologyÊandÊPhDÊinÊpaleontology,ÊAssoc.ÊScienƟstÊinÊ
marineÊbiologyÊ(colleagueÊofÊHowardÊSandersÊinÊ
WoodsÊHoleÊOceanographicÊInsƟtuƟon).ÊInÊ1969Ê(theÊ
dateÊofÊgroupÊpicture!)ÊheÊwasÊAssociateÊProfessorÊatÊ
ScrippsÊInsƟtuƟonÊandÊlaterÊFullÊProfessorÊinÊbiologi-
calÊoceanography–ÊwhatÊaÊcareer!ÊHesslerÊatÊScrippsÊ
andÊSandersÊatÊWHOIÊdominatedÊresearchÊonÊecolo-
gyÊandÊbiodiversityÊofÊdeep-seaÊduringÊtheÊ1970s.Ê 

BesideÊhisÊoutstandingÊprofessionalÊcapaciƟesÊHess-
lerÊwasÊalsoÊaÊtalentedÊpainterÊandÊsculpturer.ÊHeÊ

*AtÊƟmeÊofÊphotoÊ(1969) 
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helpfulÊandÊfriendlyÊman.ÊRegardingÊtheÊincreasingÊ
‘taxonomyÊdilemma’ÊinÊmeiobenthology,ÊDuaneÊandÊ
otherÊrenownedÊnematologistsÊunderlineÊinÊaÊ
‘posiƟonÊpaper’ÊofÊ2006Ê(seeÊbelow)ÊtheÊhighÊpoten-
ƟalÊofÊelectronicÊpublishingÊtoÊreduceÊ‘theÊdispropor-
ƟonÊbetweenÊnumbersÊofÊspeciesÊtoÊbeÊdescribedÊ
andÊnumbersÊofÊavailableÊtaxonomicÊspecialistsÊthatÊ
isÊgreaterÊforÊNematodaÊthanÊforÊanyÊotherÊmetazo-
anÊphylum’.ÊThisÊwouldÊ‘helpÊameliorateÊtheÊlimita-
ƟonsÊofÊanÊunderdevelopedÊtaxonomyÊandÊempowerÊ
theÊnematologicalÊdisciplinesÊcurrentlyÊhinderedÊbyÊ
it’.ÊToÊme,ÊtheseÊwiseÊsuggesƟons,ÊpublishedÊatÊaÊ
ƟmeÊwhenÊelectronicÊpublishingÊwasÊsƟllÊanÊexcep-
Ɵon,ÊseemÊaÊposiƟveÊcontribuƟonÊtoÊthisÊinherentÊ
dilemmaÊofÊmeiofaunaÊtaxonomyÊthatÊisÊnotÊrestrict-
edÊtoÊnematodesÊonly.ÊÊ 

HopeÊwasÊoneÊofÊtheÊpioneersÊinÊtheÊdiscoveryÊofÊcili-
aryÊstructuresÊinÊsenseÊorgansÊofÊnematodes.ÊMoreo-
ver,ÊtoÊmyÊknowledge,ÊheÊwasÊtheÊfirstÊtoÊmenƟonÊ
free-livingÊgutlessÊmarineÊnematodesÊ
(Rhaptothyreus). 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons: 

Hope,ÊW.D.Ê&ÊMurphy,ÊD.G.Ê(1969):ÊRhaptothyreus typicus n.g.,Ê
n.sp.,ÊanÊabyssalÊmarineÊnematodeÊrepresenƟngÊaÊnewÊfamilyÊ
ofÊuncertainÊtaxonomicÊposiƟon.ÊProc.ÊBiol.ÊSoc.ÊWashingtonÊ
82:Ê81-92. 

Hope,ÊW.D.,ÊMurphy,ÊD.G.Ê(1972):ÊAÊtaxonomicÊhierarchyÊandÊ
checklistÊofÊtheÊgeneraÊandÊhigherÊtaxaÊofÊmarineÊnematodes.Ê
Smiths.ÊContr.ÊZool.187,Ê101Êpp. 

Sharma,ÊJ.,ÊSun.ÊL,ÊHope,ÊW.D.,ÊFerris,ÊV.R.Ê(2006):ÊPhylogeneƟcÊ
relaƟonshipsÊofÊtheÊmarineÊnematodeÊfamilyÊComesomaƟdae.Ê
J.ÊNematol.Ê38:Ê220-232 

MiljuƟn,ÊD.,ÊTchesunov,ÊA.,ÊHope,ÊW.Ê(2006):ÊRhaptothyreus 
typicusÊHopeÊ&ÊMurphy,Ê1969Ê(Nematoda:ÊRhabtothyreidae):Ê
AnÊanatomicalÊstudyÊofÊanÊunusualÊdeep-seaÊnematode.ÊNema-
tologyÊ8:Ê1-20ÊDOI:Ê10.1163/156854106776179971 

Eyualem-AbebeÊetÊal.Ê(2006):ÊAÊposiƟonÊpaperÊonÊtheÊelectronicÊ
publicaƟonÊofÊnematodeÊtaxonomicÊmanuscripts.ÊÊJ.ÊNematol.Ê
38:Ê305-311 

Hope,ÊW.D.Ê(2007):ÊNematoda.ÊIn:ÊTheÊLightÊandÊSmithÊManual.Ê
InterƟdalÊInvertebratesÊfromÊCentralÊCaliforniaÊtoÊOregon.ÊUniv.Ê
Cal.ÊPress,Êpp.Ê234-266 

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 

miraculous.ÊNoÊwonderÊthatÊhisÊrestlessÊscienƟficÊen-
gagementÊpromotedÊhimÊtoÊnumerousÊhighestÊposi-
ƟonsÊinÊtheÊUNÊJointÊGroupÊofÊExperts,ÊtheÊInterna-
ƟonalÊCouncilÊforÊtheÊExploraƟonÊofÊtheÊSeaÊorÊtheÊ
globalÊprogrammeÊ“CensusÊofÊMarineÊLife”,ÊjustÊtoÊ
nameÊaÊfew.ÊNoÊwonderÊthatÊA.ÊMcIntyreÊhadÊre-
ceivedÊhighestÊawardsÊandÊofficialÊhonours. 

Altogether,ÊasÊmyÊfriendÊA.ÊEleŌheriouÊwrote:Ê
“AlasdairÊMcIntyreÊwasÊthatÊrareÊandÊoŌenÊunderval-
uedÊindividual:ÊaÊrealÊall-rounder,ÊscienƟst,Êresearch-
er,Êadministrator,Êacademic,Êwriter,ÊwineÊconnois-
seur,ÊgourmetÊandÊpassionateÊreader.”Ê 

IÊrememberÊduringÊmyÊƟmeÊwithÊAlasdairÊandÊhisÊ
groupÊinÊAberdeenÊourÊ‘aŌerÊdutyÊexcursions’ÊtoÊaÊ
pubÊnearÊtheÊinsƟtuteÊwhereÊIÊwasÊcarefullyÊintro-
ducedÊintoÊtheÊknowledgeÊofÊwhiskyÊandÊevenÊpassedÊ
aÊwhisky-examinaƟonÊ(“weÊmakeÊitÊsimpleÊforÊfor-
eigners”).Ê 

InfluenƟal publicaƟons:  

McIntyre,ÊA.D.Ê(1968):ÊTheÊmeiofaunaÊandÊmacrofaunaÊofÊsomeÊ
tropicalÊbeaches.ÊJ.ÊZool.ÊLond.Ê156:Ê377-392 

McIntyre,ÊA.D.:ÊEcologyÊofÊmarineÊmeiobenthos.ÊBiol.ÊRev.Ê44Ê
(1969):Ê245-290Ê(toÊmyÊknowledgeÊtheÊfirstÊtextbookÊonÊmeio-
faunaÊecology!) 

McIntyre,Ê.D.Ê(ed.)Ê(2010)ÊLifeÊinÊtheÊWorld’sÊOceans:ÊDiversity,Ê
DistribuƟon,ÊandÊAbundance.Ê384Êpp.,ÊWiley-Blackwell,ÊHobo-
ken,ÊN.J.,ÊUSAÊ 

 

William Duane Hope  (1935-  ) 

InsƟtuƟon*: NaturalÊHistoryÊMuseum,ÊSmithsonianÊ
InsƟtuƟon,ÊWashington,ÊDCÊ.   

Main field of work: SystemaƟcs,ÊcomparaƟveÊandÊ
funcƟonalÊmorphologyÊofÊmarineÊnematodes 

CharacterisƟc features of work: Hope’sÊcomprehen-
siveÊscienƟficÊworkÊcoversÊfarÊmoreÊthanÊdetailedÊ
taxonomyÊandÊdiscussionsÊonÊsystemaƟcsÊofÊnema-
todes.ÊAÊmeƟculousÊobserverÊandÊmicroscopist,ÊheÊ
includedÊfine-structuralÊandÊphylogeneƟcÊaspectsÊinÊ
hisÊwork.Ê 

Some personal impressions: DuaneÊHopeÊisÊdescribedÊ
byÊfriendsÊandÊcolleaguesÊasÊaÊ‘reserved’,ÊyetÊveryÊ

*AtÊƟmeÊofÊphotoÊ(1969) 



16 

 

  ISSUE #176 
August 2023 

PSAMMONALIA 

John Wells  (1935 – 2018)   

InsƟtuƟon*: LecturerÊinÊzoologyÊatÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊ
Aberdeen,ÊScotland;ÊfromÊ1976ÊProfessorÊofÊZoology,Ê
laterÊDeanÊatÊVictoriaÊUniversityÊofÊWellington,ÊNewÊ
Zealand. 

Main field of work: TaxonomyÊandÊecologyÊofÊ
harpacƟcoidÊcopepods 

CharacterisƟc features of work: Wells’ÊstudyÊareaÊ
wasÊfarÊbeyondÊNZ,ÊheÊworkedÊinÊalmostÊallÊconƟ-
nents,ÊhisÊstudyÊareaÊrangedÊfromÊPacificÊcoastsÊtoÊ
manyÊEuropeanÊandÊNorthÊAmericaÊshores.ÊHisÊscien-
ƟficÊacƟviƟesÊwereÊalwaysÊaccompaniedÊbyÊhisÊduƟesÊ
asÊprofessorÊandÊ(later)ÊDeanÊofÊScienceÊatÊtheÊUni-
versityÊofÊWellington.ÊScienƟficÊcollaboraƟons,Êespe-
ciallyÊwithÊBruceÊCoullÊfromÊSouthÊCarolina,Êsupple-
mentedÊtheÊrangeÊofÊhisÊwork.ÊÊ 

Some personal impressions: JohnÊWellsÊwasÊanÊex-
tremelyÊskillfulÊman,ÊbothÊregardingÊhisÊtalentÊinÊdis-
secƟngÊandÊÊdrawingÊofÊhisÊƟnyÊharpacƟcoids,ÊalsoÊinÊ
hisÊcapacityÊasÊanÊavidÊhandyman.ÊNoÊwonderÊthatÊ
theÊarrayÊofÊhisÊacƟviƟesÊwasÊveryÊbroad:ÊInterestedÊ
inÊsports,ÊheÊlovedÊfishingÊasÊmuchÊasÊheÊwasÊinter-
estedÊinÊclassicalÊmusic.ÊÊAŌerÊreƟrementÊJohnÊwasÊ
veryÊacƟveÊinÊnatureÊconservaƟonÊcampaignsÊatÊvari-
ousÊcoastalÊsitesÊinÊNewÊZealand.ÊByÊhisÊfriendly,ÊbutÊ
determinedÊwayÊheÊsucceededÊinÊamalgamaƟngÊsep-
arateÊinterests,ÊexemplifiedÊinÊanÊeventÊthatÊtodayÊ
seemsÊbasal,ÊbutÊwasÊaÊrevoluƟonÊthen:ÊtechnicalÊ

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 

Franz Riemann  (1937-   ) 

InsƟtuƟon*: InsƟtutÊfürÊMeeresforschungÊBremerha-
venÊ 

Main field of work: TaxonomyÊandÊ(funcƟonal)Êanat-
omyÊofÊnematodes 

CharacterisƟc features of work: BesideÊhisÊenormousÊ
dataÊfilesÊandÊliteratureÊonÊnematodes,ÊFranzÊisÊaÊsys-
temaƟstÊwhoÊ-–ÊbeyondÊdescribingÊ–ÊalwaysÊtriesÊtoÊ
seeÊtheÊfuncƟonalÊandÊevoluƟonaryÊrelevanceÊofÊ
structures.ÊHisÊmucus-trapÊhypothesisÊ(alsoÊ
‘gardeningÊhypothesis’)ÊisÊsƟllÊoŌenÊcitedÊand,ÊinÊtheÊ
lightÊofÊnovelÊmicrobialÊstudiesÊisÊgainingÊincreasingÊ
aƩenƟon.Ê 

Some personal remarks: FranzÊisÊoneÊofÊtheÊmostÊen-
thusiasƟcÊspecialistsÊIÊmet.ÊBeyondÊhisÊenormousÊ
knowledgeÊaboutÊnematodesÊheÊjustÊseemedÊtoÊloveÊ
them.ÊDuringÊourÊPhD-studiesÊIÊsƟllÊseeÊ(orÊhear)ÊhimÊ
rushingÊintoÊourÊroomÊshouƟngÊjoyfullyÊ“aÊnewÊspe-
cies!”ÊHowever,ÊbeyondÊthatÊfieldÊofÊsystemaƟcs,ÊhisÊ
interestsÊareÊalwaysÊtheÊlinesÊconnecƟngÊdifferentÊ
aspects,Êe.g.ÊevoluƟonaryÊlinesÊlinkedÊtoÊmicroorgan-
ism/meiofaunaÊandÊmacrofauna,ÊorÊecologicalÊim-
pactsÊon/byÊmeiofauna.ÊItÊisÊaÊrareÊfeatureÊtoÊfindÊaÊ
scienƟstÊlikeÊFranzÊwho,ÊbeyondÊhisÊscienƟficÊfield,ÊisÊ
anÊemoƟonalÊnaturalistÊ–ÊwhoÊcanÊsimplyÊenjoyÊtheÊ
beauƟesÊofÊnatureÊaroundÊhim.Ê 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons: 

Riemann,ÊF.Ê(1977).ÊCausalÊaspectsÊofÊnematodeÊevoluƟon.ÊRe-
laƟonsÊbetweenÊstructure,ÊfuncƟon,ÊhabitatÊandÊevoluƟon.Ê-Ê
MikrofaunaÊMeeresbodenÊ61:Ê217-230. 

Riemann,ÊF.Ê(1976).ÊMeeresnematodenÊ(Chromadorida)ÊmitÊ
lateralenÊFlossensäumenÊ(Alae)ÊundÊdorsoventralerÊAbplaƩung.Ê
–ÊZool.ÊJb,ÊAbt.ÊSyst.103:Ê290-308. 

Riemann,ÊR.,ÊSchrage,ÊM.Ê(1978).ÊTheÊmucus-trapÊhypothesisÊonÊ
feedingÊofÊaquaƟcÊnematodesÊandÊimplicaƟonsÊforÊbiodegrada-
ƟonÊandÊsedimentÊstructure.ÊOecologiaÊ(Berl.)Ê34:Ê75-88. 

Riemann,ÊF.Ê(1993):ÊTheÊmouthlessÊdeep-seaÊnematode Rhabto-
thyreus minor sp.n.Ê(Rhaptothyreidae),ÊmermithoidÊnematodesÊ
ofÊuncertainÊsystemaƟcÊposiƟon.ÊZool.ÊScr.Ê22:Ê341-346.Ê 

Riemann,ÊF.,ÊHelmke,ÊE.Ê(2002).ÊSymbioƟcÊrelaƟonsÊofÊsediment
-aggluƟnaƟngÊnematodesÊandÊbacteriaÊinÊdetritalÊhabitats:ÊTheÊ
Enzyme-SharingÊconcept.ÊP.S.Z.N.:ÊMarineÊEcologyÊ23:Ê93-113. 

 

*AtÊƟmeÊofÊphotoÊ(1969) 
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worms’,ÊoŌenÊinÊcooperaƟonÊwithÊyoungerÊcol-
leagues. 

CharacterisƟc features of work: OriginaƟngÊfromÊtheÊ
famousÊAustrianÊRiedl-SchoolÊofÊmeiobenthicÊani-
mals,ÊSterrerÊstartedÊhisÊcareer,ÊinÊcloseÊcontactÊwithÊ
Rieger,ÊstudyingÊturbellariansÊandÊtheÊnewlyÊclassi-
fiedÊphylumÊGnathifera.ÊBeyondÊclassicalÊtaxonomicÊ
descripƟonsÊhisÊfocusÊareÊgeneralÊaspectsÊlikeÊdistri-
buƟonÊandÊevoluƟonÊofÊmeiofaunaÊgroups. 

Some personal impressions: IÊhaveÊneverÊseenÊaÊdi-
rectorÊofÊanÊinsƟtuteÊwhoÊwasÊsoÊeasyÊgoing,ÊfriendlyÊ
andÊsociableÊasÊWolfgangÊinÊhisÊwonderfulÊBioÊSta-
ƟonÊatÊBermuda,Êand,ÊofÊcourse,ÊthisÊaƫtudeÊrubbedÊ
offÊonÊothers,ÊbothÊvisitorsÊandÊstaff.ÊWolfgangÊwasÊ
theÊorganizerÊofÊaÊmostÊmemorableÊworkshopÊsym-
posiumÊ“TheÊMeiofaunaÊSpeciesÊinÊTimeÊandÊ
Space”Ê(1975)ÊcharacterizedÊbyÊextremelyÊvividÊdis-
cussionsÊ(oneÊfamousÊparƟcipantÊ–noÊnamesÊhere–Ê
evenÊjumpedÊonÊtheÊtableÊtoÊmakeÊhimselfÊbeƩerÊ
understandable!).ÊAndÊthenÊtheÊwonderfulÊeveningÊ
meeƟngsÊinÊtheÊstaƟon’sÊpub,ÊtheÊ‘PassingÊWinds’!ÊItÊ
fitsÊintoÊtheÊpictureÊofÊaÊveryÊ‘unusual’ÊscienƟstÊthatÊ
WolfgangÊwasÊnotÊonlyÊaÊkeenÊdiver/riderÊ(theÊphotoÊ
isÊreal,ÊnoÊfake!).ÊHeÊwasÊalsoÊpopularÊonÊtheÊIslandsÊ
ofÊBermudaÊforÊhisÊjazzÊband,ÊwhereÊheÊplayedÊonÊ
SundaysÊinÊfashionableÊrestaurantsÊhisÊwonderfullyÊ
swingingÊclarinet.Ê 

 

 

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 

staffÊandÊseniorÊstudentsÊsharedÊtheirÊteaÊhoursÊwithÊ
theÊacademics!ÊAsÊGeoffÊHicksÊwrote:Ê“HeÊwasÊknownÊ
asÊpolite,ÊpaƟentÊandÊrespecƞulÊ–ÊaÊrealÊgentleman”. 

InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons: 

Wells,ÊJ.B.J.Ê(1976):ÊKeysÊtoÊaidÊinÊtheÊidenƟficaƟonÊofÊmarineÊ
harpacƟcoidÊcopepods.ÊUniv.ÊofÊAberdeen,ÊDep.ÊZool.Ê215ÊppÊ
(loose-leaf),ÊwithÊnumerousÊamendments. 

Wells,ÊJ.B.J.,ÊHicks,ÊG.R.F.Ê&ÊCoull,ÊB.C.Ê(1982)ÊCommonÊ
harpacƟcoidÊcopepodsÊfromÊNewÊZealandÊharboursÊandÊestuar-
ies.ÊNewÊZealandÊJ.ÊZool.Ê9:Ê151–184. 

Well,ÊJ.B.J.Ê(2007):ÊAnÊannotatedÊchecklistÊandÊkeysÊtoÊtheÊspe-
ciesÊofÊCopepodaÊHarpacƟcoidaÊ(Crustacea).ÊZootaxaÊ1568,Ê872Ê
pp. 

 

Robert Williams 

IÊregretÊthatÊIÊhaveÊtoÊomitÊRobertÊ(standingÊleŌÊofÊ
theÊcorridorÊwallÊbesideÊFranzÊRiemann)ÊinÊthisÊliƩleÊ
compilaƟon.ÊHeÊis/wasÊnotÊaÊbiologistÊand,Êtherefore,Ê
notÊinÊmyÊscope;ÊnoÊinformaƟonÊcouldÊbeÊfoundÊinÊ
theÊelectronicÊmedia.ÊAtÊtheÊTunis-meeƟngÊheÊtalkedÊ
aboutÊimpregnaƟonÊtechniquesÊtoÊmeasureÊparƟcleÊ
voidsÊandÊporosityÊinÊsandÊsamplesÊ–ÊfactorsÊofÊhighÊ
relevanceÊforÊwaterÊflux,ÊoxygenÊandÊnutrientÊsupplyÊ
ofÊmeiobenthos.ÊÊ 

 

 

Wolfgang Sterrer  (1940-  ) 

InsƟtuƟon: BermudaÊBiologicalÊStaƟonÊforÊResearch,Ê
St,ÊGeorges,ÊBermuda 

Main field of work: Originally,ÊSterrerÊwasÊfascinatedÊ
byÊGnathostomulida,ÊaÊtaxonÊclassifiedÊasÊaÊnewÊmei-
obenthicÊphylumÊjustÊinÊtheÊyearÊofÊtheÊTunisÊConfer-
ence,ÊinÊ1969.ÊLocatedÊatÊanÊisolatedÊislandÊinÊtheÊ
middleÊofÊtheÊAtlanƟcÊOcean,ÊWolfgangÊnaturallyÊ
cameÊtoÊdiscussÊproblemsÊofÊmeiofaunaÊdistribuƟonÊ
paƩernsÊbyÊplateÊtectonics.ÊAsÊdirectorÊofÊtheÊBermu-
daÊBiologicalÊStaƟonÊheÊexpandedÊhisÊfocusÊonÊgen-
eralÊbiologicalÊaspectsÊofÊrelevanceÊforÊtheÊBermudaÊ
islesÊandÊtheirÊmarineÊenvironment.ÊHowever,ÊSter-
rerÊisÊsƟllÊpublishingÊonÊhisÊfavorites,ÊtheÊ‘jawÊ

*AtÊƟmeÊofÊphotoÊ(1969) 
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ItÊisÊwithÊthisÊfundamentalÊtheoremÊinÊmindÊthatÊweÊ
shouldÊseeÊtheÊfutureÊofÊourÊfieldÊofÊscience,ÊandÊ
compareÊitÊtoÊtheÊsimpleÊoriginsÊourÊscienƟficÊfathersÊ
hadÊtoÊbaseÊon.ÊPreparingÊandÊwriƟngÊtheseÊlines,ÊIÊ
learnedÊmuchÊaboutÊtheÊvariousÊfurtherÊapproachesÊ
andÊdevelopmentsÊtowardÊscienceÊandÊscienƟficÊac-
ƟviƟes.ÊTheÊearlyÊmeiobenthologists,ÊstarƟngÊfromÊaÊ
commonÊbasis,ÊtheÊ‘newÊworld’ÊofÊmeiofauna,ÊhadÊ
lifeÊstoriesÊasÊdiverseÊasÊlifeÊitselfÊwithÊallÊitsÊfacets.Ê
SoÊIÊcanÊonlyÊhopeÊthatÊthisÊhistoricÊoutlineÊisÊinter-
esƟngÊalsoÊtoÊallÊourÊyoungerÊfollowers.ÊWhereÊwillÊ
theirÊpathÊofÊlifeÊleadÊthem? 

Epilogue 
AlthoughÊIÊhaveÊtheÊprivilegeÊtoÊpersonallyÊknowÊ
manyÊofÊtheÊcolleaguesÊonÊtheÊphotograph,ÊitÊocca-
sionallyÊrequiredÊquiteÊsomeÊdetecƟveÊworkÊtoÊfindÊ
outÊdetailsÊandÊdata.ÊMyÊgraƟtudeÊforÊtheseÊinfor-
maƟonsÊaboutÊtheÊoldÊdaysÊgoÊtoÊseveralÊpersons,Ê
butÊparƟcularlyÊtoÊWilfriedÊWestheide,ÊwhoÊsentÊmeÊ
hisÊ(original!)ÊphotographÊofÊtheÊTunis-meeƟng,ÊtoÊ
BruceÊCoull,ÊWolfgangÊSterrer,ÊFranzÊRiemannÊand,Ê
lastÊbutÊnotÊleast,ÊtoÊGertraudÊTeuchert-Noodt.Ê 

 

Olav Giere 

Back to the roots of IAM — continued 
InfluenƟal scienƟfic publicaƟons: 

Sterrer,ÊW.Ê(1971)ÊGnathostomulida:ÊProblemsÊandÊprocedures.Ê
Smiths.ÊContr.ÊZool.Ê76:Ê9-15 

Sterrer,ÊW.Ê(1972):ÊSystemaƟcsÊandÊEvoluƟonÊwithinÊtheÊGna-
thostomulida.ÊSyst.ÊZool.Ê21:Ê151-173 

Sterrer,ÊW.Ê(1973):ÊPlateÊtectonicsÊasÊmechanismÊforÊdispersalÊ
andÊspeciaƟonÊinÊintersƟƟalÊsandÊfauna.ÊNetherl.ÊJ.ÊSeaÊRes.Ê7:Ê
200-222.Ê 

Sterrer,ÊW.Ê&ÊAxÊ,ÊP.Ê(eds.),Ê1977:ÊTheÊmeiofaunaÊspeciesÊinÊƟmeÊ
andÊspace.ÊMicrofaunaÊMeeresbodenÊ61:Ê1-316Ê 

Sterrer,ÊW.Ê(1992):ÊBermuda´sÊMarineÊLife.ÊBermudaÊNaturalÊ
HistoryÊMuseum,ÊISBNÊ978-0969651727Ê 

Some concluding remarks 
UniqueÊandÊsomeƟmesÊsurprisingÊareÊtheÊlifeÊdataÊ
andÊscienƟficÊendeavoursÊofÊtheseÊ‘founders’,ÊtheÊ
parentsÊofÊourÊInternaƟonalÊAssociaƟonÊofÊMeioben-
thologists.ÊThisÊwasÊaÊsmallÊgroupÊ–ÊcomparedÊtoÊtheÊ
joyfulÊcrowdsÊonÊphotographsÊofÊmoreÊrecentÊsym-
posia.ÊButÊtheÊscienƟficÊcuriosity,ÊtheÊprofessionalÊ
hopesÊandÊfieldsÊofÊinterestÊofÊtheseÊ‘founders’ÊwereÊ
asÊfascinaƟngÊandÊdiverseÊasÊtoday’sÊyoungsters.ÊInÊ
theÊoldÊdays,ÊtechnicalÊequipmentÊwasÊremarkablyÊ
simple,ÊtheÊconveniencesÊofÊcomputersÊunknownÊ
andÊtheÊscopeÊofÊresearchÊfieldsÊmuchÊsmallerÊthanÊ
present.ÊThisÊbecomesÊparƟcularlyÊevidentÊwhenÊ
comparingÊtheÊlistÊofÊreferencesÊinÊoneÊofÊtheÊearlyÊ
booksÊonÊmeiofaunaÊwithÊthoseÊinÊpresentÊdaysÊpub-
licaƟonsÊ–ÊenƟreÊresearchÊfieldsÊareÊlacking!ÊButÊtheÊ
enthusiasmÊandÊwarmÊpersonalÊinterestÊamongÊtheÊ
pioneersÊofÊmeiofaunaÊresearchÊwereÊasÊlivelyÊasÊ
amongÊtheÊnumerousÊmeiobenthologistsÊtoday.ÊInÊ
thoseÊ‘ancient’ÊƟmes,ÊdespiteÊ(orÊbecauseÊof?)ÊtheÊ
absenceÊofÊinternetÊandÊemail,ÊpersonalÊcontactsÊ
wereÊoŌenÊmoreÊimportantÊandÊlasƟngÊthroughoutÊ
years,ÊdecadesÊandÊevenÊlives.Ê 

ToÊmeÊthisÊproves,ÊandÊweÊshouldÊneverÊforgetÊthis:Ê
ThereÊremainÊinsightsÊandÊhumanÊtruthsÊthatÊareÊin-
dependentÊofÊtechnicalÊpotenƟalÊandÊelectronicÊsup-
port: 

“It is the people, not the publicaƟons that make the 
difference” 

ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊJoeÊMiller,ÊAuthorÊofÊ‘ProjectÊ
Lightspeed’,Ê2021 

*AtÊƟmeÊofÊphotoÊ(1969) 
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thisÊbook,ÊjoiningÊtoÊinvitedÊspecialistsÊinÊtheÊvariousÊ
disciplinesÊofÊmeiobenthicÊresearch,ÊwithÊaÊcommonÊ
goal:Ê"toÊsƟmulateÊandÊguideÊinnovaƟveÊandÊrelevantÊ
futureÊresearchÊandÊtoÊhighlightÊhowÊandÊwhereÊmei-
obentologyÊcanÊbecomeÊanÊintegralÊpartÊofÊgeneralÊ
benthology". 

 

TheÊbookÊincludesÊanÊelucidaƟngÊprefaceÊwriƩenÊbyÊ
theÊeditors,ÊwhoÊstressÊthatÊitÊdoesÊnotÊrepresentÊ
anotherÊtextbookÊorÊaÊreviewÊcoveringÊallÊaspectsÊofÊ
meiobentology,ÊbutÊaimsÊtoÊaddressÊrecentÊadvancesÊ
inÊvariousÊfields,ÊemphasizingÊtheÊroleÊofÊmeiofaunaÊ
inÊbenthicÊecosystems.ÊItÊisÊaÊrigorousÊbook,ÊbasedÊonÊ
well-foundedÊknowledge,ÊwhichÊseeksÊtoÊmoƟvateÊ
andÊencourageÊtheÊsearchÊforÊnewÊhorizonsÊandÊin-
spireÊtheÊfollowingÊgeneraƟons.Ê 

 

TheÊbookÊincludesÊ11Êchapters,ÊtheÊfirstÊonesÊcover-
ingÊevoluƟonaryÊprocesses,ÊbiochemicalÊpathways,Ê
biofilmsÊasÊmeiofaunalÊfoundaƟonsÊandÊmolecular-
biologicalÊprocessesÊdeterminingÊbacteria-symbioƟcÊ
interacƟonsÊinÊchemosyntheƟcÊenvironments.ÊFresh-
water,Êdeep-sea,Êpolar,ÊcaveÊmeiofaunaÊandÊmeio-
faunaÊ“atÊtheÊlimits”ÊhaveÊtheirÊownÊchapters,ÊdueÊtoÊ
theÊrapidÊgrowthÊofÊtheÊknowledgeÊinÊtheÊrecentÊ
years.ÊTheseÊsubjectsÊreflectÊtheÊcontemporaneityÊofÊ
meiobenthology.ÊTheÊcentralÊthemeÊofÊtheÊChaptersÊ
5,Ê6ÊandÊ7ÊisÊtheÊfactorsÊresponsibleÊforÊtheÊpaƩernsÊ
ofÊmeiofaunaÊdiversityÊandÊdistribuƟon,ÊincludingÊ
anthropogenicÊdisturbances.ÊChapterÊ11ÊisÊdedicatedÊ
toÊtheÊadaptaƟonÊofÊmeiofaunaÊtoÊextremeÊenviron-
ments.ÊAÊbriefÊsummaryÊofÊtheÊdifferentÊchaptersÊwillÊ
beÊgiven,ÊtoÊhighlightÊtheÊimportanceÊofÊthisÊbookÊ
withÊitsÊmodernÊandÊintegraƟveÊvisionÊandÊunder-
standingÊofÊtheÊfutureÊofÊmeiofaunaÊresearch. 
 
ChapterÊ1,Ê“EvoluƟonÊofÊBilateriaÊfromÊaÊMeiofaunaÊ
PerspecƟve-ÊMiniaturizaƟonÊinÊtheÊFocus”,ÊisÊbasedÊ
onÊadvancesÊinÊmicroscopicÊtechniques,ÊnewÊ
molecularÊandÊanalyƟcalÊtoolsÊandÊintegraƟveÊandÊ
comparaƟveÊstudies.ÊÊAgeÊoldÊquesƟonsÊaboutÊtheÊ
evoluƟonÊofÊanimalÊphylaÊandÊtheirÊramificaƟonsÊforÊ
ourÊunderstandingÊofÊtheÊcurrentÊdiversityÊofÊlifeÊareÊ
re-visitedÊinÊlightÊofÊrecentÊfindings. 

Book review  

New Horizons in Meiobenthos Research, Profiles, 
PaƩerns and PotenƟals, O. Giere, M. Schratzberger.  
Spring Cham 2023, XII 407 pp. ISBN: 978-3-031-
21621-3. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-21622-0 

 

ThisÊbookÊisÊparƟcularlyÊspecialÊtoÊme,ÊsinceÊitÊwasÊ
inspiredÊbyÊtheÊIAMÊconference,ÊSeventIMCO,ÊwhichÊ
tookÊplaceÊinÊÉvoraÊ(Portugal)ÊinÊ2019.ÊTheÊroleÊofÊ
meiobentologyÊinÊthisÊ"changingÊworld"ÊandÊtheÊ
framingÊandÊshapingÊofÊtheÊfutureÊofÊthisÊresearchÊ
fieldÊwereÊoŌenÊdiscussedÊduringÊtheÊmeeƟng.Ê
MichaelaÊSchratzbergerÊisÊanÊacquaintanceÊforÊmanyÊ
years,ÊandÊsheÊhasÊalwaysÊbeenÊenthusiasƟcÊandÊ
deeplyÊdedicatedÊtoÊunderstandingÊtheÊroleÊofÊmeio-
faunaÊinÊbenthicÊecosystems.ÊOlavÊGiereÊisÊaÊworld-
renownedÊmeiobentologistÊ-ÊhisÊbooksÊareÊalwaysÊonÊ
ourÊdesksÊ-ÊorganizerÊandÊbuilderÊofÊourÊfundamentalÊ
knowledge.ÊTogether,ÊwithÊtheirÊprofoundÊ
knowledgeÊandÊenthusiasm,ÊtheyÊdecidedÊtoÊpublishÊ
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ChaptersÊ5,Ê“MarineÊMeiofaunaÊDiversityÊandÊ
Biogeography—ParadigmsÊandÊChallenges”ÊdiscussÊ
theÊimportanceÊofÊmeiobenthicÊbiodiversityÊforÊ
ecosystemsÊfuncƟoningÊbasedÊofÊdominantÊ
meiofauna,ÊmainlyÊnematodesÊandÊcopepods.Ê
LookingÊatÊtheÊmeaningÊofÊendemismÊversusÊ
cosmopolitanism,ÊitÊintroducesÊanÊimportantÊnewÊ
insightÊintoÊthisÊdiscussion.ÊÊ 
 
ChapterÊ6,Ê“FreshwaterÊMeiofauna—AÊBiotaÊwithÊ
DifferentÊRules?”ÊhighlightsÊtheÊroleÊofÊfreshwaterÊ
meiofaunaÊinÊtheÊbenthicÊfoodÊwebsÊandÊshowsÊitsÊ
roleÊinÊtransferÊofÊenergyÊandÊcarbonÊthroughÊfoodÊ
chains.ÊAÊnovelÊmodellingÊapproachÊshowsÊthatÊ
secondaryÊproducƟonÊofÊmicro-ÊandÊmeiobenthicÊ
communiƟesÊcanÊpredictÊmicrobialÊdecomposiƟonÊ
rates,ÊandÊtheÊkeyÊresultsÊdemonstrateÊtheÊ
importanceÊofÊfreshwaterÊmeiofaunaÊinÊ
biogeochemicalÊcarbonÊcycle.Ê 
 
ChapterÊ7,Ê“HiddenÊPlayers—MeiofaunaÊMediateÊ
EcosystemÊEffectsÊofÊAnthropogenicÊDisturbancesÊinÊ
theÊOcean”ÊisÊaÊthoroughÊreviewÊonÊhowÊmarineÊ
meiofaunaÊrespondÊtoÊanthropogenicÊdisturbance,Ê
suchÊasÊboƩom-trawling,ÊpolluƟon,ÊintroducƟonÊofÊ
invasiveÊspeciesÊandÊclimateÊchange.ÊMeiofaunaÊ
responsesÊtoÊdisturbanceÊareÊcomplexÊandÊnonlinearÊ
andÊthisÊprovidesÊanÊopportunityÊforÊin-deepÊ
discussionÊandÊinterpretaƟonÊofÊtheÊdataÊtoÊ
understandÊmeiofaunaÊresistance,Êresilience,ÊscaleÊ
responsesÊandÊtheirÊabilityÊtoÊadapt.Ê 
 
ChapterÊ8,Ê“Deep-SeaÊMeiofauna—AÊWorldÊonÊItsÊ
OwnÊorÊDeeplyÊConnected?”ÊisÊdedicatedÊtoÊdeep-
seaÊmeiofaunaÊandÊbasedÊonÊmanyÊofÊtheÊpaƩernsÊ
andÊrelaƟonshipsÊalreadyÊidenƟfied,ÊtheÊauthorsÊ
presentÊinterpretaƟonsÊandÊexplanaƟonsÊaimedÊatÊ
understandingÊhowÊdeep-seaÊmeiofaunaÊpaƩernsÊ
relateÊtoÊecologicalÊinteracƟons.ÊTrophicÊ
interacƟons,ÊbiodiversityÊandÊecosystemÊfuncƟon,Ê
distribuƟonÊandÊdiversityÊpaƩerns,ÊandÊconnecƟvityÊ
paƩernsÊareÊexaminedÊandÊrelatedÊtoÊotherÊdeep-seaÊ
biologicalÊandÊabioƟcÊcomponents. 

Book review — continued 

ChapterÊ2,Ê“MeiofaunaÊshapingÊBiogechemicalÊ
processes”ÊexaminesÊtheÊroleÊofÊmeiobenthosÊinÊ
marineÊecosystemÊfuncƟoning.ÊÊRecentÊfindingsÊonÊ
theÊroleÊofÊtheÊmeiofaunaÊinÊgeochemicalÊprocessesÊ
andÊmicrobialÊacƟviƟesÊareÊpresented.ÊTheÊimpactÊofÊ
meiofaunaÊbioturbaƟonÊinÊmarineÊsedimentsÊonÊ
processesÊsuchÊasÊcarbonÊdegradaƟonÊandÊoxygenÊ
penetraƟon,ÊsulphideÊdynamicsÊandÊnitrogenÊcyclingÊ
areÊalsoÊdiscussedÊinÊdetail.ÊAnÊexperimentalÊ
approachÊisÊessenƟalÊforÊtheÊunderstandingÊofÊtheÊ
roleÊofÊmeiofaunaÊinÊmarineÊsedimentÊprocesses,ÊandÊ
aÊstateÊofÊtheÊartÊexperimentalÊworkÊparamountÊtoÊ
thisÊsubjectÊisÊpresented. 
 
ChapterÊ3,Ê“MeiofaunaÊandÊBiofilms—TheÊSlimyÊ
Universe”ÊexaminesÊtheÊrelaƟonshipÊbetweenÊ
biofilmsÊandÊmeiofauna,ÊagainÊaÊtopicÊfromÊtheÊ
currentÊresearchÊfronƟers.ÊTheÊauthorsÊanalyseÊtheÊ
contribuƟonÊofÊmeiofaunaÊtoÊbiofilmÊfuncƟons,ÊtheÊ
benefitsÊofÊlivingÊinÊbiofilmsÊandÊtheÊpotenƟalÊ
applicaƟonsÊofÊbiofilmÊresearch.ÊMeiofaunaÊappearsÊ
asÊkeyÊplayerÊinÊbiofilmÊfoodÊwebs,ÊsƟmulaƟngÊ
biofilmÊfuncƟons.ÊBiofilmsÊprovideÊshelterÊforÊ
meiofaunaÊandÊthereÊisÊevidenceÊofÊbiofilm-
compaƟbleÊlife-stylesÊwithÊsomeÊnematodeÊtaxa.Ê 
 
ChapterÊ4,Ê“MeiofaunaÊMeetsÊMicrobes—
ChemosyntheƟcÊSymbioses”ÊsummarisesÊtheÊcurrentÊ
understandingÊofÊtheÊnutriƟonalÊsymbiosesÊofÊ
meiofaunaÊwithÊchemosyntheƟcÊbacteria.ÊComplexÊ
symbioƟcÊmechanismsÊareÊanalysedÊandÊdiscussedÊinÊ
detail:ÊtheÊimportanceÊofÊstudyingÊchemosyntheƟcÊ
symbiosesÊinÊmeiofauna;ÊsymbioƟcÊinterfaces-ÊtheÊ
structureÊandÊfuncƟonÊofÊtheÊhost;ÊmechanismsÊlikelyÊ
toÊallowÊmeiofaunaÊtoÊsuccessfullyÊassociateÊwithÊ
chemosyntheƟcÊbacteria;ÊnewÊinsightsÊfromÊtheÊ
physiologyÊofÊchemosyntheƟcÊsymbiontsÊinÊ
meiofaunaÊareÊtheÊsubjectsÊaddressedÊinÊtheÊ
chapter.ÊInÊaddiƟon,ÊtheÊauthorsÊidenƟfiedÊgapsÊinÊ
theÊcurrentÊknowledgeÊandÊsuggestedÊdirecƟonsÊforÊ
futureÊresearch.Ê 
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organismsÊcanÊsomeƟmesÊsurviveÊinÊtheÊmostÊ
inhospitableÊcondiƟons.ÊKnowledgeÊofÊtheÊ
mechanismsÊthatÊfacilitateÊ'lifeÊatÊtheÊlimit'ÊfocusesÊ
onÊthreeÊmeiobenthicÊtaxa:Ênematodes,ÊroƟfersÊandÊ
tardigrades.ÊÊNaturalÊextremesÊhaveÊalwaysÊbeenÊ
present,ÊbutÊunderÊtheÊcurrentÊcondiƟonsÊofÊclimateÊ
change,ÊtheÊfrequencyÊofÊsuchÊadaptaƟonsÊcanÊ
provideÊvitalÊinformaƟonÊonÊhowÊorganismsÊcanÊ
surviveÊstressfulÊchallengesÊsuchÊasÊacidificaƟon,Ê
oxygenÊdepleƟonÊandÊtemperatureÊincrease. 
 
ThisÊbookÊmakesÊtheÊreaderÊrealiseÊthatÊmeiofaunalÊ
researchÊisÊaÊcontemporaryÊsubject,ÊusingÊadvancedÊ
methodologiesÊandÊaddressingÊmodernÊscienƟficÊ
quesƟonsÊthatÊcontributeÊtoÊcurrentÊchallenges.ÊAsÊ
theÊeditor’sÊstateÊ“TheÊpresentÊbookÊonÊnewÊ
horizonsÊinÊmeiobenthosÊresearch,ÊwriƩenÊbyÊleadingÊ
specialistsÊinÊtheÊfieldÊofÊmeiobenthology,ÊisÊaÊ
compilaƟonÊofÊpromisingÊnewÊthinking…” 
 

Helena Adão 
MARE – Marine and Environmental Sciences Centre, 

ARNET - AquaƟc Research Network 
University of Évora, Évora Portugal  

Book review — continued 

ChapterÊ9,Ê“PolarÊMeiofauna—AnƟpolesÊorÊ
Parallels?”ÊaimsÊtoÊplaceÊArcƟcÊandÊAntarcƟcÊ
meiobenthosÊinÊtheÊcontextÊofÊtheirÊextremeÊ
habitats,ÊbasedÊonÊanÊoverviewÊofÊtheÊcontrastsÊandÊ
similariƟesÊbetweenÊthem.ÊAÊcomparisonÊisÊmadeÊ
betweenÊdifferentÊhabitatsÊsuchÊasÊpolarÊcoastalÊ
areasÊandÊłords,ÊconƟnentalÊshelvesÊandÊiceÊshelves,Ê
theÊdeepÊseaÊandÊseaÊice.ÊTheÊimplicaƟonsÊofÊclimateÊ
changeÊforÊmeiofaunaÊareÊconsideredÊandÊgaps,Ê
direcƟons,ÊandÊmethodsÊinÊpolarÊmeiofaunaÊresearchÊ
isÊalsoÊexplored. 
 
ChapterÊ10,Ê“CaveÊMeiofauna—ModelsÊforÊEcologyÊ
andÊEvoluƟon”ÊpresentsÊanÊimportantÊreviewÊofÊcaveÊ
meiofaunaÊfromÊaÊvarietyÊofÊcaveÊtypes:Êmarine,Ê
anchialineÊandÊseveralÊinlandÊcaveÊorigins.Ê
DistribuƟonÊpaƩernsÊandÊcaveÊmeiofaunalÊ
communiƟesÊareÊdiscussed.ÊTheÊauthorÊalsoÊfocusesÊ
onÊtheÊpotenƟalÊuseÊofÊtheseÊorganismsÊtoÊaddressÊ
generalÊquesƟonsÊofÊecologyÊandÊevoluƟon.Ê 
 
ChapterÊ11,ÊÊ“MeiofaunaÊadaptedÊtoÊlifeÊatÊtheÊ
marginsÊ“ÊexaminesÊmeiofaunaÊthatÊisÊwellÊadaptedÊ
toÊextremeÊenvironments.ÊTheseÊubiquitousÊ
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