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Male pigs of the Alentejano breed are normally slaughtered at a high age and weight
and orchiectomy is performed to prevent “boar taint” and aggressive behaviours.
Due to the potential total prohibition of this chirurgical procedure in the European
Union and the absence of validated immunocastration (IMC) protocols for
Alentejano pigs reared outdoors and until high ages, a study was conducted under
the SUMO (Sustainability of “Montado”) project. The objective was to assess the
effectiveness and effects of immunocastration on Alentejano breed males. Thirty
Alentejano males were monitored from 5 to 14 months of age (~52 to ~191 kg live
weight). Three experimental groups of 10 animals each were set: Group C - control
group with animals undergoing orchiectomy; IMCP group - animals subjected 1
an early IMC protocol with four Improvac® administrations starting at 5 monthz
of age; IMCT group — animals following a late IMC protocol, with three Improvac
administrations starting at 10 months. The pigs were housed by groups in3 ou;g&:;
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gnd ten feeding stations with individual feeders and drin
individual feeding. The feeding regimen was that usually followed . fore
of animals destined for the “Montanheira”, including a feed restriction period behole
fattening. Monthly weighing was done until slaughter. Globally, along the Wrao-e
experimental period, there were no significant differences (p>0.05) in the avae;n
daily gain (ADG; 482 + 3 g/d) and feed conversion rate (FCR; 4.98 £ 0.03) bet nces
the three groups. However, considering the different periods, significant dlffe;;we
in the productive performance were observed. The IMCP and IMCT groups °
high?r’ADG ’and lower FCR compared to the C group prior to the second IM 7)in
administration. The mean testicular weights at slaughter were lower (P< Jeights
IMCP compared to IMCT pigs (29.5+3.5 vs. 77.5+3.5g). In both cases: b result
\C’)ergﬁ. below the considered threshold for “functional” testes (1508 ?e impact
the p'fOZtUd}’ suggest that, overall, immunocastration did not Sign'f'cancc):a gfulin
reduci uctive performance of the animals, and both protocols were su n orde’
cing testicular weight. Further evaluations and analyses are under*®
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