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The study of the history of archaeology based on scientific practice shows that a wide range
G e n d e r a n d of actors systematically were active in the field. Far from playing a passive role, their
contribution was essential for the process of increasing our knowledge about the past.
° However, in Portugal, as in other western countries, research has focused on the
C h a n e I n importance of a small number of figures and their contribution to the recognition of the
field. There is a need not only for revealing the details of the lives of the main figures
involved but also examining and analysing the contribution of an array of other actors who
A h | also strove to promote the advance of archaeology and who are invisible. When we take into
rc a e O 0 g y account the role of these actors, including women, a more nuanced, more complex
scenario emerges as compared with that which has been portrayed by historiographers up

EU o pea | StUd ieson th e | m pa ct until now. From the standpoint of the History of Science and the study of scientific

of Gender Research on Archae 0|0gy practice, historical sources are examined with a view to identifying women involved in
and Wid er Soci ety archaeological collecting in Portugal in the mostly male-inhabited context of scientific

development that took place from 1850 to 1930.
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