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 EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014 

 

Committee on Regional Development 
 

REGI_PV(2013)0923_1 

MINUTES 
Meeting of 23 September 2013, from 15.00 to 18.30, 

and 24 September 2013, from 9.00 to 12.30 and from 15.00 to 18.30 
BRUSSELS 

The meeting opened at 15.10 on Monday 23 September 2013, with Danuta Maria Hübner 
(Chair) in the chair. 
 

1. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted as detailed below.  

2. Approval of minutes of meeting of: 
• 19-20 June 2013 PV – PE514.679v01-00 
• 10-11 July 2013 PV – PE516.638v01-00 

The minutes were approved. 

3. Adoption of draft calendar of REGI meetings for 2014 

The draft calendar of REGI meetings for 2014 was adopted. 

4. Chair’s announcements 

5. Complementarities between the four pan-European (ETC) Programmes 
 REGI/7/13761 

• Presentation by responsible Directors: 

 - ESPON: Peter Mehlbye 
- INTERACT: Matteo Malvani 
- INTERREG IVC: Michel Lamblin 
- URBACT: Emmanuel Moulin 
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Speakers: Peter Mehlbye, Matteo Malvani, Michel Lamblin, Emmanuel Moulin, Marie-
Thérèse Sanchez-Schmid, Lambert van Nistelrooij, Jan Olbrycht, Ivars Godmanis, 
Vicente Rodriguez Saez (EC), Wladec Piskorz (EC), Danuta Maria Hübner. 

6. Multiannual financial framework for the years 2014-2020 
 REGI/7/06461 
  2011/0177(APP) 11791/2013 – C7-0238/2013 

Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion: 

Andrey Kovatchev (PPE)  

Responsible: BUDG –  Ivailo Kalfin (S&D) 
Jean-Luc Dehaene (PPE) 

PR – PE516.803v01-00

• Consideration of draft opinion 

Speakers: Andrey Kovatchev, Georgios Stavrakakis, Ivars Godmanis, François Alfonsi, 
Cornelia Ernst, Oldřich Vlasák. 

Lambert van Nistelrooij (Vice-Chair) took the chair at 16.55. 

7. Report on recent visits of REGI delegations indicated below: 
 
- Kiruna (Sweden) from 16 to 18 June 
- Berlin from 17 to 18 June 
- Corsica and Sardinia from 15 to 17 July  

Speakers: Georgios Stavrakakis, Constanze Angela Krehl, François Alfonsi, Petru Constantin 
Luhan, Lambert van Nistelrooij. 

Danuta Maria Hübner (Chair) took the chair at 17.25. 

8. EU Member States preparedness to an effective and timely start of the new 
Cohesion Policy Programming period 

 REGI/7/12767 
  2013/2095(INI)  

Rapporteur: Derek Vaughan (S&D) DT – PE516.969v01-00
Responsible: REGI –  
Opinions: BUDG 

• Consideration of working document 
• Exchange of views with the following guest speakers: 

 - Markus Gruber, Managing Director of Convelop, Austria 
- Peter Ryland, Deputy Director, Programme Performance and Finance, Welsh 
European Funding Office 

Speakers: Derek Vaughan, Markus Gruber, Ryland Ernst, Ivars Godmanis, Victor Boştinaru, 
Ivana Maletić, Jan Olbrycht, Oldřich Vlasák, Lambert van Nistelrooij, Kadri Uustal 
(EC). 
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The meeting adjourned at 17.50 and resumed on Tuesday 24 September 2013 at 09.10 with 
Danuta Maria Hübner (Chair) in the chair. 

10. ESPON project "Europe in 2030: Territorial Challenges Ahead" 
 REGI/7/13760 

• Presentation by: 

 - Peter Mehlbye, ESPON 
- Andrew Ulied, MCRIT 
- Jacek Szlachta, SGH 

Speakers: Peter Mehlbye, Andrew Ulied, Jacek Szlachta, Jan Olbrycht, Danuta Maria 
Hübner, Lewis Dijkstra (EC). 

*** Voting time *** 

11. Provisions relating to financial management for certain Member States 
experiencing or threatened with serious difficulties with respect to their financial 
stability and to the decommitment rules for certain Member States 

 REGI/7/12815 
 ***I 2013/0156(COD) COM(2013)0301 – C7-0143/2013 

Rapporteur: Oldřich Vlasák (ECR) PR – PE514.735v01-00
AM – PE516.692v01-00

Responsible: REGI –  
Opinions: BUDG –  Eider Gardiazábal Rubial 

(S&D) 
PA – PE516.594v01-00
AM – PE516.875v01-00

 CONT – Decision: no opinion  
 EMPL – Decision: no opinion  
 ENVI – Decision: no opinion  
 TRAN – Decision: no opinion  
 PECH – Decision: no opinion  
 FEMM – Decision: no opinion  

• Adoption of draft report 
• Deadline for tabling amendments: 17 July 2013, 12.00 

 
Amendments adopted: AM 17, AM 10, BUDG 3, BUDG 4. 

Final result: 

The draft report was adopted with 36 votes in favour, 3 against and 6 abstentions. 

12. General budget of the European Union for the financial year 2014 - all sections 
 REGI/7/13162 

Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion: 

Georgios Stavrakakis (S&D) PA – PE514.867v01-00
AM – PE516.712v01-00

• Adoption of draft opinion 
• Deadline for tabling amendments: 18 July 2013, 12.00 
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Amendments adopted: AM 2. 

Final result: 

The draft opinion was adopted with 44 votes in favour, 0 against and 3 abstentions. 

13. European Semester for economic policy coordination: implementation of 2013 
priorities 

 REGI/7/13111 
  2013/2134(INI)  

Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion: 

Tamás Deutsch (PPE) PA – PE514.705v01-00
AM – PE516.682v01-00

Responsible: ECON –  Elisa Ferreira (S&D) PR – PE514.640v01-00
AM – PE516.691v01-00

• Adoption of draft opinion 
• Deadline for tabling amendments: 16 July 2013, 12.00 

 
Amendments adopted: AM 1, AM 2, AM 4, AM 6, AM 7, AM 8, AM 9, AM 10, AM 11, 
AM 12, AM 13, AM 14, AM 15, AM 16, AM 17, AM 18, AM 19, AM 20, AM 21. 

Final result: 

The draft opinion was adopted with 43 votes in favour, 3 against and 1 abstention. 

14. eHealth Action Plan 2012-2020 - Innovative healthcare for the 21st century 
 REGI/7/12450 
  2013/2061(INI) COM(2012)0736 

Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion: 

Juozas Imbrasas (EFD) PA – PE514.579v01-00
AM – PE516.648v01-00

Responsible: ENVI –  Pilar Ayuso (PPE) PR – PE516.917v02-00

• Adoption of draft opinion 
• Deadline for tabling amendments: 12 July 2013, 12.00 

 
Amendments adopted: AM 1, AM 2, AM 4, AM 5, AM 6, AM 8, AM 9, AM 10, AM 11, 
AM 12, AM 13, AM 14 with oral AM, AM 15,AM 17, AM 18, AM 19, AM 20 with oral AM, 
AM 21, AM 22, AM 23, AM 24, AM 25, AM 26, AM 27, AM 28. 

Final result: 

The draft opinion was adopted with 44 votes in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention. 

15. Multiannual financial framework for the years 2014-2020 
 REGI/7/06461 
  2011/0177(APP) 11791/2013 – C7-0238/2013 

Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion: 

Andrey Kovatchev (PPE)  
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Responsible: BUDG –  Ivailo Kalfin (S&D) 
Jean-Luc Dehaene (PPE) 

PR – PE516.803v01-00

• Adoption of draft opinion 
 
Amendments adopted: Single vote. 

Final result: 

The draft opinion was adopted with 43 votes in favour, 3 against and 1 abstention. 

*** End of vote *** 

16. Regional quality branding: towards best practice in rural economies 
 REGI/7/12771 
  2013/2098(INI)  

Rapporteur 
for the 
opinion: 

Oldřich Vlasák (ECR) PA – PE516.946v01-00

Responsible: AGRI –  Eric Andrieu (S&D) PR – PE506.226v01-00

• Consideration of draft opinion 
 

Speakers: Oldřich Vlasák, Rosa Estaràs Ferragut, Andrea Cozzolino, Catherine Bearder, 
François Alfonsi, Younous Omarjee. 
 
Deadline for tabling amendments: 25 September 2013 at 18.00. 

17. Common provisions on European Funds and repealing Regulation (EC) No 
1083/2006 

 REGI/7/07479 
 ***I 2011/0276(COD) COM(2013)0246 – C7-0107/2013 

Co-
rapporteur(s): 

Constanze Angela Krehl (S&D) 
Lambert van Nistelrooij (PPE) 

 

Responsible: REGI* –  

• Exchange of views with the rapporteurs on the ongoing interinstituonal 
negotiations 

Speakers: Constanze Angela Krehl, Lambert van Nistelrooij, Danuta Maria Hübner, Ivars 
Godmanis, Younous Omarjee, Jan Olbrycht, Wojciech Michał Olejniczak. 

 

The two rapporteurs, Mrs Krehl and Mr Van Nistelrooij, made a presentation on the 
advancement of the negotiations on the CPR. The rapporteurs informed the Members that a 
document reflecting all the elements negotiated since the end of the summer recess had been 
distributed to Members.  

The rapporteurs explained to the committee that since the vote in July of the report, the 
negotiations went on and that at this moment around 95 % of the PR was agreed, with dozens 
of chapter finalised. However, there were several important issues where there were no 
progress as the Commission and the Council remain unmoved. The remaining problematic 
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issues as follows:  

- Performance reserve;   

- Macroeconomic conditionality;  

- Co-financing of projects; 

- Pre-financing of projects; 

The Rapporteurs declared that the Negotiating Team was doing everything in order to 
advance in the negotiations.  

The rapporteurs also presented the main details of the new proposal for support to SMEs that 
the Commission had brought to the trilogues at a very late stage. They informed the 
committee that it was agreed by the REGI NT that the SMEs issue would be undertaken once 
the on-going problems, specially the macro-economic conditionality would be solved 
provided that time is available.  

The committee agreed with this strategy and no objections were raised on the rapporteurs’ 
proposals. 

The Chair has added that all negotiations have to come to a close on October 10th if the vote 
in plenary is maintained for October II session.  

The meeting adjourned at 11.15 and resumed on Tuesday 24 September 2013 at 15.10 with 
Danuta Maria Hübner (Chair) in the chair. 

18. Exchange of views with 

 Marcin Kubiak, Polish Deputy Minister of Regional Development and with Daniel 
Braun, Czech Deputy Minister-State Secretary, Ministry of Regional Development on 
the implementation of Cohesion Policy in their countries. 

Speakers: Marcin Kubiak, Daniel Braun, Jan Olbrycht, Lena Kolarska-Bobińska, Monika 
Smolková, Victor Boştinaru, Andrej Plenković, Oldřich Vlasák, Ivana Maletić, Ivars 
Godmanis. 

Georgios Stavrakakis (Vice-Chair) took the chair at 16.05. 

Public hearing 

19. The experience of Central and Eastern Europe in implementing Cohesion Policy: 
lessons learnt and future perspectives 

 REGI/7/13443 

• Hearing 

Speakers: John Bachtler, Laurentiu Gabriel Friptu, Alda Ozola, Jacek Walendowski, Evgeni 
Kirilov, Victor Boştinaru, Ivars Godmanis, Jan Olbrycht, Danuta Maria Hübner, Jens 
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Nilsson, Joachim Zeller. 

Danuta Maria Hübner (Chair) took the chair at 16.50. 

20. Mind the Gap - Education inequalities across EU regions 
 REGI/7/13758 

• Presentation of the independent report authored for the European Commission 

 by Sophia Eriksson Waterschoot, Head of Unit Education and Training in Europe 
2020 governance at European Commission  

Speakers: Sophia Eriksson Waterschoot (EC), Victor Boştinaru, Jan Olbrycht, Marie-Thérèse 
Sanchez-Schmid. 

21. Chair’s announcements 
 
I. ALLOCATION OF REPORTS AND OPINIONS.  
 
LEGISLATIVE REPORTS 
 
1. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 

Council Regulation (EC) No 2012/2002 establishing the European Union Solidarity Fund 

(2013/0248(COD) - COM(2013)0522) 

 
Allocated to the EPP. 
 
2. Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending 

Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 as regards the financial allocation for certain 

Member States (2013/0271(COD) - COM(2013)0560) 

 
Allocated to the EPP. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE OPINIONS 
 
 
3. Proposal for a Council regulation on the Bio-Based Industries Joint Undertaking 

(2013/0241(NLE) - COM(2013)0496) 

 

Allocated to the EPP. 
 
4. Proposal for a Council directive amending Directives 2006/112/EC and 2008/118/EC 

as regards the French outermost regions and Mayotte in particular (2013/0280(CNS) - 

COM(2013)0577) 

 
Allocated to the S&D (Patrice Tirolien). 
 
Note that the leading committee has informed us that they will be adopting this report 
through simplified procedure, without AMs so there is no possibility to draft an opinion. 
 
5. Proposal for a Council regulation opening and providing for the administration of 
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autonomous tariff quotas of the Union on imports of certain fishery products into the 

Canary Islands (2013/0266(CNS) - COM(2013)0552) 

 

Allocated to the EPP. 
 
6. Proposal for a regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down 

measures concerning the European single market for electronic communications and to 

achieve a Connected Continent, and amending Directives 2002/20/EC, 2002/21/EC and 

2002/22/EC and Regulations (EC) No 1211/2009 and (EU) No 531/2012 (2013/0309(COD) 

- COM(2013)0627) 

 

Allocated to the Greens/EFA. 
 

 
II. NEW REGI DELEGATION 2013 
 
Coordinators have decided to propose a short delegation to the Netherlands in order to replace 
the delegation to Bulgaria. 
 
This Delegation should take place if possible in week 44. 
 
The draft programme will be circulated and a deadline established until the 1st October for the 
Members to inform the Secretariat on their interest in participating. 
 
 
III. 2014 REGI DELEGATIONS AND PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
A deadline until the 11th October has been set for the groups to make detailed proposals on 
one delegation and one or more Public hearings for the first months of 2014. 
 
 
IV. EXTERNAL STUDIES 
 
It was decided that the subject regarding the "Assessment of the administrative capacity of 
Member States and regions for Cohesion policy implementation" should be included in the 
on-going study on the "EU Member States preparedness to an effective and timely start of the 
new Cohesion Policy Programming period". 
 
It was also decided to request a new study on the "The role of cities in Cohesion policy 2014-
2020". The details of the study will be further developed by the Secretariat and the Policy 
Department. 
 
V. NOTE 
 
REGI committee has to deliver two opinions (Rapporteur for two opinions: Patrice Tirolien) 
to adapt a Directive and a Regulation following the change of statute of Mayotte, which will 
become an Outermost Region as of January 1st 2014. 
 
Because the text has to enter into force on January 1st 2014, the leading committees (ENVI 
and PECH) have to adopt their reports on November 27th and the texts will be voted in 
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plenary in December (or January) at the latest. 
 
Therefore, REGI has no time to debate and present draft opinions. We will open a deadline 
for AMs on these two legal texts until September 30th at 12 p.m.  
 
We will be voting the AMs and the draft opinions on 14 October.  

22. Any other business 

23. Next meeting(s) 
• 14 October 2013, 15.00 – 18.30 

 
The meeting closed at 18.35. 
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ANWESENHEITSLISTE/KOHALOLIJATE NIMEKIRI/ΚΑΤΑΣΤΑΣΗ ΠΑΡΟΝΤΩΝ/RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/POPIS 

NAZOČNIH/LISTE DE PRÉSENCE/ELENCO DI PRESENZA/APMEKLĒJUMU REĂISTRS/DALYVIŲ SĄRAŠAS/JELENLÉTI 
ÍV/ REĀISTRU TA' ATTENDENZA/PRESENTIELIJST/LISTA OBECNOŚCI/LISTA DE PRESENÇAS/LISTĂ DE PREZENłĂ/ 

PREZENČNÁ LISTINA/SEZNAM NAVZOČIH/LÄSNÄOLOLISTA/DELTAGARLISTA 

Бюро/Mesa/Předsednictvo/Formandskabet/Vorstand/Juhatus/Προεδρείο/Bureau/Predsjedništvo/Ufficio di presidenza/Prezidijs/ 
Biuras/Elnökség/ Prezydium/Birou/Predsedníctvo/Predsedstvo/Puheenjohtajisto/Presidiet (*) 

Danuta Maria Hübner (P), Georgios Stavrakakis (1st VP), Filiz Hakaeva Hyusmenova (3rd VP) (2) 

Членове/Diputados/Poslanci/Medlemmer/Mitglieder/Parlamendiliikmed/Μέλη/Members/Zastupnici/Députés/Deputati/Deputāti/Nariai/
Képviselõk/ Membri/Leden/Posłowie/Deputados/DeputaŃi/Jäsenet/Ledamöter 

François Alfonsi, Charalampos Angourakis, Catherine Bearder, Jean-Jacob Bicep (1), Victor Boştinaru, John Bufton, Ryszard Czarnecki 
(2), Francesco De Angelis, Tamás Deutsch (2), Rosa Estaràs Ferragut (2), Iñaki Irazabalbeitia Fernández (2), María Irigoyen Pérez, 
Seán Kelly (2), Mojca Kleva Kekuš, Constanze Angela Krehl, Jacek Olgierd Kurski, Petru Constantin Luhan, ElŜbieta Katarzyna 
Łukacijewska (2), Vladimír Maňka, Iosif Matula, Erminia Mazzoni, Miroslav Mikolášik (2), Jens Nilsson, Lambert van Nistelrooij, Jan 
Olbrycht, Wojciech Michał Olejniczak (2), Younous Omarjee, Tomasz Piotr Poręba (2), Ovidiu Ioan Silaghi (2), Monika Smolková (2), 
Nuno Teixeira, Oldřich Vlasák, Kerstin Westphal, Hermann Winkler (2), Joachim Zeller (2) 
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Andrea Cozzolino (2), Cornelia Ernst (1), Joseph Cuschieri (2), Vasilica Viorica Dăncilă (2), Ivars Godmanis, Juozas Imbrasas (2), 
Karin Kadenbach, Evgeni Kirilov, Lena Kolarska-Bobińska (2), Andrey Kovatchev (1), James Nicholson, Maurice Ponga (1), Heide 
Rühle (2), Marie-Thérèse Sanchez-Schmid, Elisabeth Schroedter, Richard Seeber (2), Dimitar Stoyanov, Evžen Tošenovský (2), 
Giommaria Uggias (2), Derek Vaughan, Iuliu Winkler (2) 

 
 

187 (2) 

António Fernando Correia de Campos (2), Sabine Verheyen (2), Csaba İry (2) 
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Ivana Maletić, Andrej Plenković (2) 
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(2) 24.09.2013 
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