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Ordinary legislative procedure (third reading)
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DRAFT EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION

on the draft Council decision on the conclusion of a Protocol to the Partnership and

Cooperation Agreement between the European Communities and their Member States,
of the one part, and Georgia of the other part, on a Framework Agreement between the
European Union and Georgia on the general principles for the participation of Georgia

in Union programmes
(16612/2013 — C7-0486/2013 — 2013/0257(NLE))

(Consent)

The European Parliament,

1. Consents to conclusion of the Protocol;

2. Instructs its President to forward its position to the Council, the Commission and the
governments and parliaments of the Member States and of Georgia.
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having regard to the draft Council decision (16612/2013),

having regard to the Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the European
Communities and their Member States, of the one part, and Georgia of the other part,

having regard to the request for consent submitted by the Council in accordance with
Article 212 and Article 218(6), second subparagraph, point (a), of the Treaty on the
Functioning of the European Union (C7-0486/2013),

having regard to Rules 81 and 90(7) of its Rules of Procedure,

having regard to the recommendation of the Committee on Foreign Affairs
(A7-0000/2014),
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EXPLANATORY STATEMENT

The Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) between the Republic of Georgia and the
European Communities entered into force on 1 July 1999. Georgia has participated actively in
the European Neighbourhood Policy since 2004 and in the Eastern Partnership since its
launch in 2009.

The Protocol to the PCA under consideration has been signed on 12 December 2013. Its
objective is to lay down the financial and technical rules to enable Georgia to participate in
certain Union programmes. The Protocol contains a Framework agreement on the general
participation of Georgia in Union programmes and includes standard provisions contained in
such protocols for ENP countries. The participation in each programme requires the drafting
of a memorandum of understanding (MoU) to be signed by both parties. Furthermore the
participation of ENP countries concerns only those Union programmes, whose statutes and
objectives permit for such participation.

The Commission Communication “on the general approach to enable ENP partner countries
to participate in Community agencies and Community programmes"* of December 2006
outlined the approach envisaging the possibility for the ENP countries to participate in
selected Community programmes and agencies as a measure to promote reform,
modernisation and transition in the Neighbourhood. The Council endorsed the approach on 5
March 20072 and on 18 June 2007, it issued directives for the Commission to negotiate
Framework Agreements on the general principles for the participation of Community
programmes with thirteen Neighbourhood countries.

The intention to further facilitate partner countries' participation in Union programmes was
stressed in the Joint Communication by the Commission and the High Representative of the
EU for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy on "A new response to a challenging
Neighbourhood"®. The Declaration of Warsaw Summit of the Eastern Partnership that took
place on 29-30 September 2011, highlights once more interest of the Partner countries and the
EU to facilitate the participation of the Partners in Union programmes and agencies and
welcomes the increased sectoral cooperation.

Georgia shall contribute financially to the specific programmes it participates in. The financial
implications vary from programme to programme and are determined in the MoUs.

The conclusion of the Protocol will permit the gradual opening of or reinforced participation
in certain Union programmes for Georgia, offering an opportunity to promote further cultural,
educational, environmental, technical and scientific links, enhancing people-to-people
contacts and sectoral cooperation, in addition to the strengthening of the political and relations
through the Eastern Partnership and the conclusion of the Association Agreement.

1 COM (2006) 724 final of 4 December 2006.
2 GAERC Conclusions of 5 March 2007.
¥ COM(2011) 303 final of 25 May 2011.
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