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Figure 1. Images illustrating loosened blotting sands on the surface of handwritten
records from: a) Monastery of St Clare (Porto), ANTT, L.º 67, f. 33v (1655); 
b) correspondence from the GC to Évora’s Inquisition Tribunal, ANTT, Inquisição de
Évora, L.º 72, f. 127v (1572)
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2.3. Analytical results

2.3.1. Morphological aspects & composition of the blotting materials
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Figure 2. Blotting sands deposited on the handwritten records from: a) Monastery
of St Clare (SC, Porto), ANTT, L.º 62, f. 62v (1631); b) SC, Porto, ANTT, L.º 64, f. 61v
(1642); c) Monastery of the Mother of God (MD, Vinhó), BNP, Co., Cx. 12, M4, D34,
f. 17v (1798); d) correspondence from the GC to Coimbra’s Inquisition Tribunal,
ANTT, Inquisição de Coimbra, L.º 31, f. 210r (1722); e) correspondence from the GC
to Évora’s Inquisition Tribunal, ANTT, Inquisição de Évora, L.º 40, f. 273v (1694); 
f) correspondence from the GC to Lisbon’s Inquisition Tribunal, ANTT, Inquisição de
Lisboa, L.º 160, f. 11v (1784); g) and h) Convent of St Benedict, BNP, Co. Org.
Cx. 18, D5 (1743)
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Figure 3. Digital images of the blotting sands showing the presence of different
minerals among the samples’ set: a) black sands and b) mixture of black and
greyish grains from St Monica Convent (SMo, Évora), BNP, Co., Cx. 8, M6 (1816); 
c) yellowish grains from a sample of the GC’s correspondence to Coimbra’s
Inquisition Tribunal, ANTT, Inquisição de Coimbra, L.º 79, (1700); d) translucent
grain in a BNP sample, Cod. 8448, D3 (1780)
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Figure 4. BSE micrographs illustrating the blotting sands’ textural properties: a), 
b) well-rounded grain to rounded grains, and c) sub-rounded grain with pits, in a
sample from St Monica Convent (SMo, Évora), BNP, Co., Cx. 8, M6 (1816); d) sub-
angular, e) angular, and f) very angular grain (white arrow), in a sample from
St Francis Convent (SF, Porto), BNP, Co., Cx. 15, M1, D13.4, f. 22 (1811)
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Figure 5. a) OM image of gum particles together with sand grains and few textile
昀椀bres (left) found in a sample from the convent of Order of St Benedict (Lisbon),
BNP, Co., Cx. 18, D5 (1743) and insect (right); b) mixture of sand grains together
with gum particles, paper cocoons and paper 昀椀bres (left) and an OM magni昀椀cation 
(right) of the paper cocoons mixed with sand grains in a sample from the
Monastery of St Clare (Funchal, Madeira); c) OM image of a sample from the
Convent of Our Lady of Incarnation (OLI, Funchal, Madeira), ANTT, L.º 10 (1676),
showing a mixture of organic materials (left) where bone shaves (right) were also
observed
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3. Conservation aspects
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Figure 6. Examples of writings showing a high amount of blotting sands adhered to
the support presenting gaps and 昀椀ssures: a) correspondence from the GC to
Coimbra’s Inquisition Tribunal, ANTT, L.º 22, f. 85v; b) Monastery of St Clare (SC,
Porto), ANTT, L.º 73, f. 133v; c) BNP, Co., Cx. 10, M2, D5; d)–f) BSE micrographs
illustrating representative loose blotting sands with adhered paper 昀椀bres, ink and
dust
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