
CRISESBE 
. irHE P8IIITIU''-III 

llNBHUMAN 
■IGMilS 

C31Ilail[}P � 
0TiílillB • fu 1 i , t • J í 1� 

�;::: 
trl 

� - - . ,•:f ... ',,s.:. 

----- ·lf'' -_ -- • �:t· *'�t-f:; 
• • •• �. "' • � ... \_( ._-.> .1. -.. , ., . - ., -r • )f:'_;;f�·-·· � . _.\�--- •• 

S1lvér10 da Rocha-Cunhar:�,,.,:�_,.[JtJ�.:·. -r'.:'-"--" -�,,. -_ ·: • • ' 
. • ·,. • ' - .e"• . !, 1 ·� • 

Irene Viparelli ,.-.:w'.:; -
··; • 

Evanthia Balla 

Paulo Vitorino Fontes 

Rafael Franco Vasques 

• • ••••••••• ••••••••••• ••••••••••• 



CRISESOF 
THE POLITICAL 
ANDHUMAN 
RIGHTS 

Criticai perspectives 
on the Common World ./4 

Silvério da Rocha-Cunha 

Irene Viparelli 

Evanthla Balla 

Paulo Vitorino Fontes 

Rafael Franco Vasques 



CRISES OFTHE POLITICAL ANO HUMAN RIGHTS: 
CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES ON THE COMMON WORLD 

Authors: Silvério da Rocha-Cunha 
Irene Viparelli 
Evanthia Baila 
Paulo Vitorino Fontes 
Rafael Franco Vasques 

Cover art: SAL Studio 
Page setting: Margarida Baldaia 

© 2023, Authors and Edições Húmus 
Edições Húmus, Lda. 
Apartado 7081 
4764-908 Ribeirão - V. N. Famalicão 
Tel. 926 375 305 
humus@humus.com.pt 
www.edicoeshumus.pt 

Printing: Papelmunde - V. N. Famalicão 
ISBN: 978-989-755-892-4 
1" edition: June 2023 
Legal Oeposit: 515416/23 

This study was conducted at the Research Center in Political Science 
(UI0/00758'2020), University of Évora and supported by the Portuguese 
Foundation for Science and Technology (FCT) and the Portuguese Mini5lry 
of Education and Science through national funds. 



Índice 

7 Foreword 

13 Toe EU Human Rights paradigm: 
Re(politicizing) European Integration 
Evanthia Balia 

43 Preliminary reflections for a biopolitical reading 
of the "ambiguous dialectic" of Human Rights and 
Cosmopolitanism 
Irene Viparelli 

73 Power relations and political participation in the 
development of human rights 
Paulo Vitorino Fontes 

99 Democracy and Human Rights between barbarians 

and civilised people: on the humanist theses 

ofTvzetan Todorov 

Rafael Franco Vasques 

121 Chasrns in the search of an ecumenical society 
of the law of the nations regarding René-Jean Dupuy's 

"pluriversal realism" 

Silvério da Rocha-Cunha 

145 Bibliographic notes 



the eu human rights paradigm: re(politicizing) european integration

13The EU Human Rights paradigm: 
Re(politicizing) European Integration
Evanthia Balla

Introduction

The world nowadays faces a plethora of challenges that question 
how we consider human rights. The complexity of global perils 
such as climate change, terrorism and the pandemic require a new 
approach regarding cooperation and response towards a more ‘peo-
ple of Europe’- centric paradigm rather than a mere state-centric 
paradigm of European integration.

At the European level, the financial turmoil, the refugee cri-
ses, as well as the pandemic crisis have brought human rights at 
the heart of the political discussion on the EU’s current relevance 
and future political path. The capacity of the European project to 
defend its own values in an ‘age of crises’ has also been questioned, 
mainly based on concerns in terms of democratic legitimacy. These 
concerns have been manipulated into the hands of far-right par-
ties who rely on polarisation for political success, having seized 
the crises as an opportunity to gain more power by claiming to 
defend people’s rights and values. Yet, placing those same values 
and the Union itself at an even higher risk. This reality has sparked 
a wave of public debate and development of academic studies on 
the nature, origins and relevance of values and human rights in 
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