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Abstract 

Biodeterioration by fungi is a serious problem and is responsible for severe 

chemical and physical damage on virtually all supports used to create cultural 

heritage. The defacing and eventual loss of reading and aesthetic value urges those 

responsible to prevent fungal contamination altogether, diminish its impact or 

recover the damaged artefacts. The present Chapter focuses on the action fungi can 

have on some of our most precious cultural heritage collections (paper-based 

documents, photography and film, stone and ceramic glazes) and offers an insight 

on the current prevention, treatment and assessment strategies used in mycological 

studies in cultural heritage. 
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