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LEGADO CLASSICO NO RENASCIMENTO E SUA RECECAO:
CONTRIBUTOS PARA A RENOVACAO DO ESPACO CULTURAL EUROPEU
CLASSICAL LEGACY IN THE RENAISSANCE AND ITS RECEPTION:
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE EUROPEAN CULTURAL SPACE RENEWAL

CoOoRD. ['Ds.
Nair de Nazaré Castro Soares,Cldudia Teixeira

FiLiacio
Universidade de Coimbra, Universidade de Evora

REesumo — Este volume retne um conjunto misceldneo de artigos que visam indagar de que modo os textos de
autores, firmemente influenciados pela leitura de autores cldssicos, contribuiram para a defini¢io e transmissao
de valores e de perspetivas no quadro de um espago cultural poliédrico estabelecido ao longo de vdrios séculos.

PALAVRAS-CHAVE
Renascimento, Humanismo, literatura, cultura, gramatica, ciéncia, Europa, recegao.

ABSTRACT

This volume brings together a set of miscellaneous articles that aim to show how the texts of authors strongly
influenced by classical authors, contributed to the definition and treatment of values and perspectives within a
polyhedric cultural space across several centuries.

KEyworps
Renaissance Humanism, literature, culture, grammar, science, Europe, reception.



EnEA SiLvio PiccoLoMiNI: IN SEARCH OF EUurROPE
(Enea Silvio Piccolomini: em busca da Europa)

ARMANDO SENRA MARTINS (adsm@uevoga.pt)
Universidade de Evora
Centro de Estudos Classicos da Universidade de Lisboa

AssTrACT — The Italian humanist Enea Silvio Piccolomini wrote abundantly about
Europe and is often viewed as a pioneer of European thought. Works previous to the
treatise De Eurgpa leave no doubt that the author pondered the subject long since. The
treatise De Europa, however, has the advantage of dealing with Europe from multiple
dimensions. Though the work can provide matter to make the case for an identity of
Europe, Piccolomini portrays a block full of tensions and conflicts, where national
languages and national identities begin to emerge. It is the historical circumstance
of a Turkish threat to Europe that makes the appeal to a European identity more
compelling. Still the case for European identity in Piccolomini is hardly more than an
emotional response to the historical moment.

Keyworps — Europe, european identity,national identities, Enea Silvio Piccolomini,
humanism, Christianity.

Resumo — O humanista italiano Enea Silvio Piccolomini escreveu abundantemen-
te sobre a Europa sendo frequentemente apontado como um pioneiro no pensar a
questdo europeia. As obras anteriores ao De Europa demonstram sem duvida que o
autor pensava na questdo desde muito cedo. O tratado De Europa, contudo, sobressai
por tratar da Europa sob multiplas dimensées. Embora a obra forneca razées para
defender uma identidade da Europa, Piccolomini retrata um bloco atravessado por
tensdes e conflitos, em que as linguas e as identidades nacionais come¢am a emergir.
Serd a circunstincia histérica de uma ameaga turca que torna mais convincente o apelo
a um identidade europeia. Ainda assim, os argumentos para tal identidade europeia
em Piccolomini dificilmente ultrapassam o nivel de uma reac¢do emocional perante
um momento histérico.

PaLavrAs-cHAVE — Europa, identidade europeia, identidades nacionais, Enea Silvio

Piccolomini, humanismo, Cristandade.

A recent reader on European identity includes excerpts from a letter of
Piccolomini to Cardinal Nicholas of Cusa, as well as from the anti-Turkish
speeches, delivered at the diet of Frankfurt, in 1454. One of the sources used
by the editor was an anthology of Piccolomini edited by the Swiss historian
Berthe Widmer that published the letter to Cusa under the title “Defense of the
West.” It seems, therefore that, despite changes in geopolitic contexts since the
time of the Swiss historian (i.e. since the 1950s), Piccolomini is still viewed as a
pro-European author par excellence.
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